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Brickwork projecting between ends of beams 27 16 

Buildings, cleanliness of 105 48 

Buildings on same lot with tenement bouse 66 82 

Bulkheads \"L': ^:y'\ :i ^ 10 

Bulkheads as regards height for tenement houses. . . 52 28 
Bulkheads in existing tenement houses, where pro- 
vided with windows 88 39 

Businesses, other dangerous 42 22 

Gable fire-escapes 12 7 

Ceiling of cellar lathed and plastered 2I 14 

Ceiling of cellar to be plastered loi 39 

Ceilings and walls of cellars 102 47 

Ceilings, height for basement 91 41 

Cellar entrance 25 16 

ceiling lathed and plastered 21 14 

ceiling to be plastered 101 47 

not a story within a meaning of Section 11 11 6 

or lower fioors damp-proofed 92 42 

stairs, enclosure of 24 15 

gtairs in fireproof buildings 24 15 

stairs in non-fireproof buildings 23 15 

waUs and ceUings 102 47 

Cellars and baaements 91 41 

" •• " 92 42 

101 47 

Chimneys or fireplaces 84 40 

Cleanlinees of buildings 105 48 

Closet under first etory stairs 25 16 

Coal and wood bins 26 16 

Combustible materials 40 21 

Concreting of shafts, courts, areas and yards 93 25 

Comer lots, more or lese than one hundred feet In 

depth 55 24 

Comer lots, percentage occupied .51 23 

Comer lots, yarde of 55 24 

Court and shaft walls 107 49 

Courts 57 26 

58 26 

59 27 

60 28 

61 28 

62 29 

63 30 

Courts, fire-escapes placed in* 12 7 

Courts and shaft* 106 49 

Courts, shafts, areas and yards 93 42 

COrering of rising lines in plundi>ing 96 43 

Cubic feet of air space to occupants 112 50 

Damp-proofing of walls below ground 92 42 

Dangerous busineeses, other 42 22 

Door, fireproof, self-closing, at bottom of shafts and 

Inner courts 106 49 
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Door panels of water-closet compartments 95 43 

Doors and windows In bakeries 41 22 

Doors and windows In liquor store and drug store 

halls 42 22 

Doors for bulkheads 13 10 

Doors from stair halls 19 13 

Doors to cellar stair enclosure 24 l(j 

Drainage for rain water 103 48 

Drainage of shafts, courts, areas and yards 93 42 

Drip trays prohibited 96 43 

Drop-ladders for fire-escape balconlee 12 10 

Drug store hall windows and doors. 42 22 

Ducts for Inner court* 63 80 

Ducts or Intakes for vent shafts 85 40 

Dumb-waiter enclosures In stair well holes 37 21 

Eleyator enclosures In stair well holes 37 21 

Blevator enclosures on roofs as regards height for 

tenement houses 52 24 

Elevator, passenger, when deemed equivalent to addi- 
tional staircase 16 12 

Enclosing entrance halls 20 13 

Enclosures for elevators on roofs as regards height 

for tenement houses 52 24 

Encumbrance notice plates on fire-escape balconies. ... 12 10 

Encumbrances on fire-escapes 35 20 

Entrance for stairways 17 12 

Entrance halls 20 13 

Entrance to cellar 26 16 

Bhcposed plumbing pipes 96 43 

Facades, measurement for height to be taken at 

center of 52 24 

Fat boiling and bakeries 41 22 

Fastenings for bulkhead doors 13 10 

Filllng-ln bars for railings of fire-escape balconies. . 12 8 

Fire-escapes 12 7 

35 20 

balconies for 12 8 

in courts 12 7 

in courts 57 26 

location for 12 7 

notice plates on balconies of 12 10 

painting of 12 10 

projections in highways 12 7 

stairs for 12 7 

Fireplaces or chimneys 84 40 

Fireproof buildings, stairways In 16 11 

bulkheads 13 10 

doors from stair halls 19 13 

doors to cellar stair enclosure 24 16 

filling between iron beams 21 14 

receptacles for fuel in cellar 26 16 

self-closing door at bottom of shafts and 

inner courts 106 49 

stairs for bulkheads 18 10 

tenements, when required 11 6 

tier of beams 21 14 

Fire stops 27 16 

First story stairs, closet under 25 16 

First tier of beams 21 14 

Fixtures in water-closets, enclosure with woodwork 

prohibited 95 43 
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Floor of lowest storr to bo wator tlcht 101 47 

FloorlBf of wood im sUlr balls wboro ^ohfblUd. . . 18 12 

Floors is eollar or lowest storjr to bo damp-proofed. 92 42 

Is llTlof rooms tn basoments or eellars 91 41 

" of flre-eseape baleooies 12 8 

" of stair balU 18 12 

" of water-eloset eomiNirtmeiits 96 43 

" pipes passiBC tbrooi^ 96 44 

Fore and aft stud partitions 22 14 

Frame building on same lot with a tenement hoose. 39 21 

Frame tenement houses 28 17 

Furred walls 27 17 

Oarbage, ashes and refuse, reeeptacles for 109 00 

Olass panels in doors of water-closet compartments. 96 43 

Ooose-neck ladders for fire-escapes 12 7 

Orilles or transoms for intakes 63 30 

Hall, separate 72 34 

" access to entrance 20 14 

" entrance 20 13 

" public 72 34 

" public, and stairs 14 9 

" public. lighU in 82 39 

" public, site of windows for 73 35 

•• sUir 18 12 

" 19 13 

stair, sise of windows for 74 35 

" stairs in 18 12 

" width of entrance 20 13 

Handrails to sUirs 18 12 

Height 52 23 

" for oourU 64 31 

" for non -fireproof tenement houses 11 6 

" of ceilings for living rooms in basement or 

cellars 91 41 

Highways, projection of fire-escapes in 12 7 

Housekeeper or Janitor Ill 50 

Inclosure of cellar stairs 24 15 

Inolosure walls for stair halls 19 13 

Inner and outer courts 64 30 

Inner courts 61 28 

" 62 29 

" 63 30 

Inside lots, percentage occupied 51 23 

Intakes for inner courts 63 80 

Intakes or ducts for vent shafts 85 40 

Interior lots, yards of 54 24 

Intersection of streets, tenement house situated on 

lot at 56 26 

Janitor or housekeeper HI 50 

Landings for flre-esoape balconies 12 8 

Length of outer courts 60 28 

Lighting and Tontilation of rooms 67 82 

Lighting water-closet apartments 96 43 

Lights in public halls 82 39 

Limit of height for non-fireproof tenement houses. . 11 6 

Liquor store hall windows and doors 42 22 

LlTlng rooms, aooess to 75 35 
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Location for flre-escapes 12 7 

Lodging bouse prohibited in tenement house 110 50 

Lot, comer, percentage occupied 51 23 

Lots at intersection of two streets 56 25 

Lots, comer, short, yards for 55 25 

Lots, comer, yards of 55 24 

Lots, interior, yards of 54 21 

Meaning of separate halls 72 34 

Measurement for depth of yard 53 24 

Measurement for height of courts 64 81 

Measurement for height of tenement houses. 51 23 

Metal lath on cellar ceilings when not constructed 

fireproof 21 14 

Measurement, when taken, for percentage of lot oc- 
cupied 51 23 

Non-fireproof buildings, stairways in 15 11 

Notice plates on fire-escape balconies 12 10 

Nuisance on premises 105 49 

Offsets in inner courts 62 30 

Openings between bakeries and other parts of tene- 
ment houses 41 22 

Openings for fire-escape stairs of balconies 12 8 

Other dangerous businesses 42 22 

Outer and inner courts 64 30 

Outer courts 58 26 

" 50 27 

" 60 28 

Overcrowding 112 50 

Owner to cleanse tenement house 105 48 

Owner to keep fire-escapes in good repair 35 20 

Painting of fire-escapes 12 10 

35 20 

Painting of walls of courts and shafts 107 40 

Painting or whitewashing of cellar walls and ceil- 
ings 102 47 

Panels of doors of water-closet compartments. ... 05 48 
Panels, removable, for covering rising lines in 

plumbing 96 43 

Paper on walls 108 50 

Partitions, construction of 22 14 

Partitions, pipes passing through 96 44 

Passenger elevator, when deemed equivalent to ad- 
ditional staircase 16 12 

Percentage of lot occupied 51 23 

Pipes, exposed, in plumbing 96 43 

Pipes, space around 96 44 

Plaster boards on cellar ceilings when not con- 
structed fireproof 21 14 

Plastering behind wainscoting 38 21 

Plastering of cellar ceiling 101 47 

Plumbing 96 43 

Privacy 75 35 

Prohibited uses 110 50 

Prohibiting drip trays 95 43 

Prohibiting roofing over vent shafts 85 40 

Prohibiting wooden flooring in stair halls 18 12 

Projecting brickwork between ends of beams 27 16 

Projection of flre-escapes in highways 12 7 
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** Bixe of windows 73 85 

Pumps for water supply 104 48 

Railings for fire-escape balconies 12 8 

Railings of stairs in good repair 86 20 

Rain water to be conveyed away 106 48 

Rear tenements 65 31 

Receptacles for ashes, garbage and refuse 100 50 

Receptacles for fuel or storage in cellar 26 16 

Recesses in halls 72 34 

Recesses in inner courts 62 80 

Refuse* ashes and garbage, receptacles for 100 50 

RemoTable panels for covering rising lines in 

plumbing 96 48 

Returns in halls 72 84 

Risers and treads of stairways 17 12 

Risers, strings and banisters of stairs in halls 18 12 

Roof to have skylight over stairs 88 89 

Roofs 103 48 

Roofs, goose-neck ladders from flre-escape balconies. 12 7 

Rooms, lighting and ventilation of 67 32 

Rooms, slse of 70 33 

Rooms, windows in 68 32 

Sanitary provisions 91 41 

Sash door, when equivalent to a window 74 35 

Self-closing fireproof door at bottom of shafts and 

inner courts 106 49 

Separate tenement house on rear of lot 65 31 

Separate halls 72 34 

Separate halls, meaning of 72 84 

Sewer connections for shafts, courts, areas and yards. . 98 42 

Shaft and court walls 107 49 

Shafts 37 18 

Shafts and courts 106 49 

Shafts, courts, areas and yards 93 42 

Shafti, Tent, bMvafter conatracied 85 40 

Short comer lots, yards for 55 25 

Sink with running water 94 42 

Sise of rooms 70 33 

Slse of vent shafts hereafter constructed 85 40 

Siie of windows in rooms 68 32 

Skylights 83 89 

Skylights at bottom of courU 64 31 

Slats for flre-oscape balcony fioors 12 8 

Space around pipes 96 44 

Space betwoen building and tenement house on same lot 66 32 

Stable prohibited in tenement house 110 50 

Stair halls 18 12 

" 19 13 

" sise of windows for 74 35 

" to be enclosed with brick walls 19 13 

SUlrs and public halls 14 11 

cellar, Inclosure of 24 15 

first story, closet under 25 16 

•* for bulkheads 13 10 

" for fire-escapes 12 9 

" in halls 18 12 

to cellar in fireproof buildings 24 16 

to cellar in non-fireproof buildings 23 15 
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Section. Pafe. 

SUlrways 17 12 

86 20 

In fireproof buUdlngt 16 11 

" in non-flreproof buildinge 15 11 

Stairwell enclosures for eleyaton and dumbwaiten . . 37 21 

Standard! for balcony flre-eaoape railings 12 8 

Storage In tenement houses 40 21 

Storage prohibited in tenement houses 110 60 

Street, width of, to regulate height of tenement house. 52 28 

Strings for fire-escape stairways 12 9 

Strings, risers and banisters of stairs in halls 18 12 

Stud partitions, fore and aft 22 14 

Supply of water to be furnished 104 48 

Tanks for water supply 104 48 

Tenement house situated on lot at intersection of streets 56 25 

Tenement houses, height for non-flreproof 11 6 

height of 52 28 

less than four stories in height, fire- 
escapes for 12 7 

of wood 28 17 

measurement for height of 51 88 

storage in 40 22 

Tenements, when required to be fireproof 11 6 

Three-story tenement houses, entrance halls, not re- 
quired to be enclosed 20 18 

Three-story tenement houses, fireproof bulkheads not 

required on 18 10 

Three-story tenement houses, inner courts for 62 29 

inner courts for 61 29 

outer courts for 59 27 

sash doors to public 

halUin 72 84 

stair halls not required 

to be enclosed. ... 18 12 

Three-story tenements, width of outer courts for 58 26 

Transoms or grilles for intakes 63 30 

prohibited in stair halls 19 18 

of doors of water-closet compartments. . . 95 43 

Treads and risers of stairways 17 12 

" for fire-escape stairways 12 9 

for stairs in halls 18 12 

Triangular shaped lots 56 25 

Vent shafts hereafter constructed 85 40 

Ventilation and lis^tlng of rooms 67 32 

Wainscoting, plastering behind 88 21 

WaU paper 108 50 

Walls and ceilings of cellars 102 47 

Walls below ground level to be damp-proof 92 42 

Walls of courU and shafts 107 49 

Walls surrounding living rooms In basements or cellars 91 41 

Walls to project between beams 27 16 

Water-closet accommodations 95 43 

" " compartment transoms 95 43 

compartment window 95 43 

compartment windows 69 83 

compartments, access to 75 85 

compartments, lighting of 95 43 

compartments, waterproof fioors in 95 48 

Water-closet fixtures, enclosed with woodwork pro- 
hibited 95 43 

" " separate, for living rooms in base- 
ments or cellars 91 41 

Waterproof floors of water-closet compartments... 95 43 

Waterprooflng of floors in cellar or lower story. ... 92 42 
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Waterproofing of walU below ground 92 42 

Water supply 94 42 

104 48 

Water tight floors of lowest story 101 47 

Whitewashing of walls of courts and shafts 107 49 

Whitewashing or painting of cellar walls and ceil- 
ings 102 47 

Width of entrance halls 20 13 

" of Inner courts 61 28 
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" of outer courU ! !.'...'.! ..!!. 58 26 

" of outer courts between wings or parts of 

buildings 59 27 

Width of stairs and public halls 14 U 

Windows and doors in bakeries 41 22 

Windows in stairways 17 12 

Window for water-closet compartment 95 43 

Window, when sash door deemed an equivalent 74 35 

Windows and doors in drug store and liquor store 

halls 42 22 

for public halls, sixe of 73 35 

for stair halls, size of 74 35 

in living rooms in basements or cellars. . 91 41 

in public halls 72 34 

in rooms 68 32 
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in water-closet compartments and bath- 
rooms 69 33 

of stair halls 18 12 

" on inner courts 62 30 

on outer courts 60 28 

sUir halls, windows in 18 12 

Wire cable fire-escapes 12 7 

Wire glass for doors in stair halls 19 13 

Wire glass in stair hall windows 18 13 

Wood and coal bins 26 16 

Wooden tenement houses 28 17 

Wooden buildings on same lot with a tenement 

house 39 21 

Wooden fiooring in stair halls, when prohibited... 18 12 
Woodwork prohibited for enclosure of water-closet 

fixtures 95 43 

Yard spaces of lots running through from street to 

street 56 25 

Yards for corner lots less than one hundred feet in 

depth 55 24 

Yards 53 24 

" areas, shafts and courts 93 42 

of comer lots 55 24 

of Interior loU 54 24 
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NOW EXISTING TBNBMBNT HOUSBS. 

Additional fire-escapes 31 18 

Additional halls and rooms 78 87 

Air space, cubic feet of, for occupants 112 50 

Alcove openings 79 87 

Animals, certain, in tenement house prohibited... 110 50 

Area In front of basement rooms 97 44 

Area of skylights over stairs 83 39 

Ashes, garbage and refuse, receptacles for 109 50 
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Bakeries and fat boUIng 41 22 

Basements and cellars 97 44 

" 101 47 

Buildings, cleanliness of 105 48 

Bulkhead door fastening 32 19 

Bulkheads, fireproof 32 19 

Bulkheads in existing tenement houses, where pro- 
vided with windows 83 39 

Bulkheads, scuttles and ladders 32 18 

Businesses, other dangerous 42 22 

Ceiling, height of, in living room in basement or 

cellar 97 44 

Ceiling of cellar to be plastered 101 47 

Ceilings and walls of cellars 102 47 

Cellar, ceiling to be plastered 101 47 

Cellar walls and ceilings 102 47 

Cellars and basements 97 44 

101 47 

Chimneys or fireplaces 84 40 

Cleanliness of buildings ,.... 106 48 

Combustible materials 40 21 

Corner lot, percentage of, occupied 76 36 

Comer lot, yards 77 36 

Court and shaft walls 107 49 

Courts and shafts 106 49 

Cubic feet of air space to occupants 112 50 

Dangerous businesses, other 42 22 

Department of Health permit to occupy living rooms 

in basement or cellar 97 44 

Door, fireproof, self-closing, at bottom of shafts and 

inner courts 106 49 

Door fastening to bulkhead 32 19 

Door panels in public halls 80 38 

Doors and windows in bakeries 41 22 

Doors and windows in liquor store and drug store 

halls 42 22 

Drainage for rain water 103 48 

Drug store hall windows and doors 42 22 

Ducts for light and vent shafts 81 38 

Ducts or intakes for vent shafts 85 40 

Dumbwaiter enclosures in stair well holes 37 21 

Elevator enclosures in stair well holes 37 21 

Bnoumbrances on fire-escapes 35 20 

Bntrance halls, stair halls and public halls 33 19 

Enclosing woodwork of front of water-closets to be 

removed 98 45 

Enclosing woodwork of public sinks to be removed. 99 45 

Fastening to bulkhead door 32 19 

Fat boiling and bakeries 41 22 

Fire escapes 29 17 

30 18 

" 31 18 

• 35 20 

Fire-escapes additional 31 18 

Fire-escapes not deemed part of lot occupied 76 36 

Fire places or chimneys 84 40 

Fireproof bulkheads 32 19 

Fireproof, self-closing doors at bottom of shafts and 

inner couru 106 49 
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Floor beneath and around water-doseU to be painted 

light color d8 45 

Floors and wall surfaces beneath and around public 

sinks to be painted light color 90 45 

Floor of lowest story to be water tight 101 47 

Floors, waterproof, for living rooms in basement or 

cellar 07 45 

Frame building on same lot with a tenement house. 30 21 

Garbage, ashes and refuse, receptacles for 100 60 

Halls and rooms, additional 78 87 

Halls, public, lighting of 80 38 

Halls, public, lights in 82 30 

Height 77a 87 

Height for altered wooden tenement houses 34 10 

Horlsontal intakes for light and vent shafts 81 88 

Housekeeper or janitor Ill 60 

Increasing height of existing tenement house 77a 87 

Intakes for light and vent shafts 81 88 

Intakes or ducts for vent shafts 86 40 

Interior lot, percentage of, occupied 76 36 

Interior lot yards 77 36 

Janitor or housekeeper Ill 60 

Ladders, scuttles and bulkheads 32 19 

Light and vent shafts in existing buildings 81 88 

Lighting and ventilation of rooms 70 87 

Lighting of public halls 80 88 

Lights in public halls 82 89 

Limiting the increase of height for existing tene- 
ment houses 77a 87 

Liquor store hall windows and doors 42 22 

Lock to bulkhead door 32 10 

Lodging house prohibited in tenement house 110 60 

Lot, percentage of, occupied 76 86 

Measurements, where to be taken for percentage of 

lot occupied 76 86 

Measurements, where to be taken for yards 77 86 

Nuisance on premises 106 40 

Open space in front of living rooms in basement or 

cellar 07 45 

Openings between bakeries and other parts of tene- 
ment houses 41 22 

Other dangerous businesses 42 22 

Overcrowding 112 60 

Owner to cleanse premises 106 48 

Owner to keep fire-escape in good repair 35 20 

Painting or whitewashing of cellar walls and ceil- 
ings 102 47 

" of fire escapes 36 20 

of walls of courts and shafts 107 40 

" the floor beneath and around water-closets 08 45 
" the floors and wall surfaces beneath and 

around public sinks 00 45 

Panels of doors in public halls 80 38 

Paper on walls 108 60 

Party wall flre-escapes 30 18 



zztU 

Section. P*P' 

Percentage of lot occupied 76 S6 

Permit from Department of Health to occupy living 

room In basement or cellar 97 44 

Plastering behind wainscoting 38 21 

Plastering of cellar celling 101 47 

Plumbing 100 47 

Prlyy vaults and school sinks 100 4(5 

Prohibited uses 110 60 

Prohibiting roofing over vent shafts 85 40 

Public halls 82 89 

" lighting of 80 38 

" stair halls and entrance halls 38 19 

Public sinks 99 45 

Pumps for water supply 104 48 
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Railways of stairs In good repair 36 20 

Rainwater to be conveyed away 103 48 

Receptacles for ashes, garbage and refuse 109 50 

Refuse, ashes and garbage, receptacles for 109 50 

Replacing wooden slat floors in fire-escapes with 

Iron 30 18 

Roofs 108 48 

Roof to have skylight over stairs 83 39 

Rooms and halls, additional 78 37 

lighting and ventlUtlon of 79 37 

Sash windows In pubUc halls 80 38 

School sinks and privy vaults 100 46 

Scuttles, bulkheads and ladders 32 19 

Self-closing door at bottom of shafts and Inner courts 106 44 

Sinks, enclosing woodwork removed 99 45 

" public 99 45 

" school and privy vaults 100 46 

Shaft and Court walls 107 49 

Shafts 37 20 

Shafts and courts 106 49 

Shafts, vent, hereafter constructed 85 40 

Size of vent shafts hereafter constructed 85 40 

SkyllghU 83 39 

Stable prohibited in tenement house 110 50 

Stair halls, public halls and entrance halls 33 19 

SUirs in bulkhead to roof 32 19 

Stairs of wood not part of outside lawful fire-escape. . 30 18 

Stairways 36 20 

Stairwell enclosures for elevators and dumbwaiters. 37 21 

Storage in tenement houses 40 22 

Storage prohibited in tenement house 110 50 

Supply of water to be furnished 1(H 48 

Tanks for water supply 104 48 

Tenement houses, alteration of 34 19 

Tenement houses, storage in 40 22 

Vaults, privy and school sinks 100 46 

Vait shafts 81 38 

Vent shafts hereafter constructed 85 40 

Ventilation and lighting of rooms 79 37 

Wainscoting, plastering behind 38 23 

Wall paper 108 50 

Walls and ceilings of cellars 102 47 

Walk of courts and shafts 107 49 

Water-closets for living rooms in basement or cellar. . 97 36 

Water-closets 98 45 

the fioor beneath and around to be paint- 
ed light color 98 46 

to replace privy vaults and school sinks. 100 46 

" " woodwork removed 98 45 
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Waterproof floon for llTing rooms in basement or cellar 97 45 

Water tisht floora of lowest story 101 47 

Water supply 104 48 

Whitewashing of walls of courts and shafts 107 49 

Whitewashing or painting of cellar walls and ceilintES. . 102 47 

Windows and doors in bakeries 41 22 

Windows and doors in drug store and liquor store halls 42 22 

at end of public halls 80 38 

for living rooms in basement or cellar 97 36 

in rooms for liylng purposes 79 37 

sash, in public halls 80 88 

sixe of, in rooms in basements or cellars . . 97 45 

Wooden balcony not part of lawful fire-escape 30 18 

Wooden buildings on same lot with a tenement house 39 21 

Wooden tenement houses, alteration of 34 19 

Woodwork enclosing public sinks to be removed 99 45 

Woodwork of front of water-closets to be removed 98 45 

Yards 77 36 
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The Tenement House Law* 



The Tenement House Law 

of the Gty of New York 
CHAPTER 334, LAWS OF 1901. 

An Act 

In relation to tenement houses in cities of the first class. 

(i. e.» the Cities of New York and Buffalo.) 

BBCAMB A L.AW APRIL. 12, 1901. 

AS AMENDED BT 

CHAPTER 555, LAWS OF 1901. 

BECAME A L.AW APRIL. 25, 1901. 

AND 
AS AMENDED BT 

CHAPTER 352, LAWS OF 1902. 

BECAME A L.AW APRIL 3, 1902. 

An Act 

To amend chapter three hundred and thirty-four of the 
laws of nineteen hundred and one, entitled "An Act 
in relation to tenement houses in cities of the first 
class." 

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows : 

[Chap. 334, Laws of 1901, Chap. 555, Laws of 1901, 

and Chap. 352, Laws of 1902.] 
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CHAPTER I. 



DEFINITIONS. 

SECTION 1. 

(Laws of 1901, Cliap. 334.) 

SHORT TITXB AND APPUCATION. 

This act may be cited as the Tenement House Act, 
and its provisions shall apply to cities of the first class. 

SECTION 2. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
DBFIlflTIONS. 

Certain words used in this act are defined for the pur- 
poses thereof as follows: 

MBANIIIG OF A TBNBMBNT HOU8B. 

(i) A tenement house is any house or building, or 
portion thereof, which is rented, leased, let or hired out, 
to be occupied, or is occupied as the home or residence 
of three families or more living independently of each 
other, and doing their cooking upon the premises, or by 
more than two families upon any floor, so living and 
cooking, but having a common right in the halls, stair- 
ways, yards, water-closets or privies, or some of them. 

[NOTB.—Thls Is the taine definition that the several Charter laws 
of New York have contained for very many previous years and be- 
fore there was an "Apartment House" erected in New York. The 
legal deflnlUon of a tenement house therefore conUnues to include 
all apartment houses.] 

MBAMIHG OF A YARD. 

(2) A yard is an open unoccupied space on the same 
lot with a tenement house, between the extreme rear line 
of the house and the rear line of the lot. 

There is also an amendment to the Tenement House Act in its 
applicaUon to the city of Buffalo only. Chap. 547, Laws of 1902, 
which provides that the provisions of Chap. 334, Laws of 1901, 
shall not be deemed to have applied to the city of Buffalo before 
January first, nineteen hundred and two. 



Applies to 
New York 
and Buffalo. 



Occupied by 
three or more 
families. 



Or more than 
two families 
upon sny 
floor. 



At rear of 
let. 



other than 
a yard. 



When not 
eztendinsto 
street or 
yard. 

When extend' 
Ins to etreet 
or yard. 

When extend- 
infto atreet. 

Wheneztend- 
inftoyard. 



Bxterlor and 
Interior 



For water 
closet and 
bath rooms. 



Not Includ- 
Inc private 
hallways. 



Public 
sages and 
staircases. 



When story Is 
less than one- 
half below 
curb. 



When story Is 
more than 
one-half 
below curb. 



Constructed 
of hard. In- 
combustible 
material. 



MBAlflNG OF A COURT. 

(3) A court is an open unoccupied space, other than 
a yard, on the same lot with a tenement house. 

Inner Court. — ^A court not extending to the street or 
yard is an inner court. 

Outer Court. — A court extending to the street or yard 
is an outer court. 

Street Court. — If it extends to the street it is a street 
court. 

Yard Court. — If it extends to the yard it is a yard 

court. 

mbanihg of a shaft. 

(4) A shaft includes exterior and interior shafts, 
whether for air, light, elevator, dumbwaiter, or any 
other purpose. 

Vent Shaft. — A vent shaft is one used solely to venti- 
late or light a water closet compartment or bathroom. 

MBAHING OF A PUBLIC HAI.L. 

(5) A public hall is a hall, corridor or passageway not 
within an apartment. 

MBANIHG OF A STAIR HAIiI*. 

(6) A stair hall includes the stairs, stair landing^ and 
those portions of the public halls through which it is 
necessary to pass in going between the entrance floor 
and the roof. 

MBAMIHG OF A BASBMBNT. 

(7) A basement is a story partly but not more than 
one-half below the level of the curb. 

MBAmNG OF A OKIAAB. 

(8) A cellar is a story more than one-half below the 
level of the curb. 

MBAHING OF A FIRBPROOF TBNBMBlfT HOUSB. 

(9) A fireproof tenement house is one the walls of 
which are constructed of brick, stone, iron or other hard 
incombustible material, and in which there are no wood 
beams or lintels, and in which the floors, roofs, stair 
halls and public halls are built entirely of brick, stone. 



iron or other hard incombustible material, and in which 
no woodwork or other inflammable material is used in 
any of the partitions, furrings or ceilings. 

But this definition shall not be construed as prohibit- 
ing, elsewhere than in the stair halls or entrance halls, 
the use of wooden flooring on top of the fireproof floors 
or the use of wooden sleepers, nor as prohibiting 
wooden handrails and hard-wood treads such as de- 
scribed in section eighteen of this act. 

MBAHING OF CBRTAIN "VrORJDS. 

(lo) The word shall is always mandatory, and not 
directory, and denotes that the house shall be main- 
tained in all respects according to the mandate, as long 
as it continues to be a tenement house. 

(ii) Wherever the words, charter, ordinances, regula- 
tions, department of buildings, department of health, 
department of water supply, fire department, corpora- 
tion counsel, city treasury or fire limits occur in this act 
they shall be construed as if followed by the words "of 
the city in which the tenement house is situated." 

SECTION 3. 

(Laws of 1901, Cliap. 334.) 

BUUJDINGS CONVBRTBD OR ▲UTBRBD. 

A building not erected for use as a tenement house, if 
hereafter converted or altered to such use, shall there- 
upon become subject to all the provisions of this act 
affecting tenement houses hereafter erected. 

SECTION 4. 

(Laws of 1901, Cliap. 834; as amended by S 1, Chap. 556, Laws 

of 1901.) 

HUIIiDINGS IN PROCBSS OF BRBCTION. 

A tenement house not now completed, but the excava- 
tion for which shall have been commenced in good faith 
on or before the first day of June, nineteen hundred and 
one, after approval of the plans therefor by the depart- 
ment of buildings, and the first tier of beams of which 
shall have been set on or before the first day of August, 
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nineteen hundred and one, shall be subject only to the 
provisions of this act affecting now existing tenement 
houses; provided that the plans for said house were 
filed in said department on or before the tenth day of 
April, nineteen hundred and one, and were in accord- 
ance with the laws in force at the time of filing, and that 
the building is built in accordance with such laws. 

SECTION 5. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; repealed by § 1, Chap. 352, Laws of 1902.) 

[Repealed.] 

NOTE.— The repealed secUon r^ated to "comer lota." New word- 
ing is now contained in other sectiona. 

CHAPTER II. 
PROTECTION FROM FIRE. 

TITLE I. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE ONLY TO TENE- 
MENT HOUSES HEREAFTER ERECTED. 
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SECTION 11. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by § 2. Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

FIRBPROOF TBNBMBlfTS, "VTHBlf RBaUIRBD. 

Every tenement house hereafter erected exceeding 
six stories or parts of stories, in height above the curb 
level, shall be a fireproof tenement house, 

Nor shall any tenement house be altered so as to ex- 
ceed such height without being made a fireproof tene- 
ment house. 

A cellar the ceiling of which does not extend more 
than two feet above the curb level is not a story within 
the meaning of this section. 



SECTION 12. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by § 3, Cliap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 



FIRB BSCAPBS. 



Every non-fireproof tenement house hereafter 
erected, unless provided with fireproof outside stair- 
ways directly accessible to each apartment, shall have 
fire escapes located and constructed as in this section 
required, 

Except that tenement houses that are less than four 
stories in height and which also do not contain accom- 
modations for more than four families in all, may be 
equipped with such other iron, steel, or wire cable fire 
escapes as may be approved by the department of build- 
ings, such escapes must be capable of sustaining two 
thousand pounds, and be of sufficient length to reach 
from the top floor to the ground, and with rungs not 
more than twelve inches apart and not less than fifteen 
inches in length. 

(i) The fire escapes shall open directly from at least 
one room in each apartment at each story above the 
ground floor, ? 

And no fire escape shall be placed in a court except 
as provided in section fifty-seven of this act. 

Fire escapes may project into the public highway to a 
distance not greater than four feet beyond the building 
line. 

(2) The fire escapes shall consist of outside open iron 
balconies and stairways. 

The stairways shall be placed at an angle of not more 
than sixty degrees, with steps not less than six inches in 
width and twenty inches in length, and with a rise of not 
more than nine inches. 

The balcony on the top floor, except in case of a front 
fire escape, shall be provided with a goose-neck ladder 
leading from said balcony to and above the roof. 
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(3) Balconies. — ^The balconies shall not be less than 
three feet in width, taking in at least one window of each 
apartment at each story above the ground floor. 

They shall be below and not more than one foot below 
the window sills and extend in front of and not less than 
nine inches beyond each window. 

There shall be a landing not less than twenty-four 
inches square at the head and foot of each stairway. 

The stairway opening on each platform shall be of a 
size sufficient to provide clear headway. 

(4) Floors of balconies. — ^The floors of balconies shall 
be of wrought iron or steel slats not less than one and a 
half inches by three-eighths of an inch, placed not more 
than one and one-quarter inches apart, and well secured 
and riveted to iron battens one and a half inches by 
three-eighths of an inch, not over three feet apart and 
riveted at the intersection. The openings for stairways 
in all buildings (balconies?) shall not be less than 
twenty-one inches wide and thirty-six inches long, and 
such openings shall have no covers of any kind. 

The platforms or balconies shall be constructed and 
erected to safely sustain in all their parts a safe load at a 
ratio of four to one, of not less than eighty pounds per 
square foot of surface.. 

(5) Railings. — ^The outside top rail shall extend 
around the entire length of the platform and in all cases 
shall go through the wall at each end, and be properly 
secured by nuts and four-inch square washers at least 
three-eighths of an inch thick, and no top rail shall be 
connected at angles by cast iron. The top rail of 
balconies shall be one and three-quarter inches by one- 
half inch of wrought iron, or one and a half inch angle 
iron one-quarter inch thick. The bottom rails shall be 
one and one-half inches by three-eighths of an inch 
wrought iron, or one and a half inch angle iron, one- 
guarter inch thick, well leaded into the wall. The 
standards or fiUing-in bars shall not be less than one- 
half inch round or square wrought iron, well riveted 



to the top and bottom rails and platform frame. Such 
standards or filling-in bars shall be securely braced by 
outside brackets at suitable intervals, and shall be 
placed not more than six inches from centres ; the height 
of railings shall in no case be less than two feet nine 
inches. 

(6) Stairways. — ^The stairways shall be constructed 
and erected to fully sustain in all their parts a safe load 
at a ratio of four to one of not less than one hundred 
pounds per step, with the exception of the tread which 
must safely sustain at said ratio a load of two hundred 
pounds. The treads shall be flat open treads not less 
than six inches wide and with a rise of not more than 
nine inches. The stairs shall be not less than twenty 
inches wide. The strings shall be not less than three- 
inch channels of iron or steel, or other shape equally 
strong, and shall rest upon and be fastened to a bracket, 
which shall be fastened through the wall as hereinafter 
provided. The strings shall be securely fastened to the 
balcony at the top, and the steps in all cases shall be 
double-riveted or bolted to the strings. The stairs shall 
have three-quarter inch handrails of wrought iron, well 
braced. 

(7) Brackets. — ^The brackets shall not be less than 
one-half inch by one and three-quarter inches wrought 
iron placed edge-wise, or one and three-quarter inch 
angle iron, one-quarter inch thick, well braced; they 
shall not be more than four feet apart, and shall be 
braced by means of not less than three-quarters of an 
inch square wrought iron, and shall extend two-thirds 
of the width of the respective balconies or brackets. 
The brackets shall go through the wall and be turned 
down three inches, or be properly secured by nuts and 
four-inch square washers at least three-eighths of an 
inch thick. 

On new buildings the brackets shall be set as the walls 
are being built. 

When brackets are put on tenement houses already 
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erected the part going through the wall shall not be less 
than one inch in diameter with screw nuts and washers 
not less than five inches square and one-half an inch 
thick. 

(8) Drop-ladders. — ^A proper drop-ladder shall be re- 
quired from the lower balcony when the floor of such 
balcony is more than fourteen feet above the sidewalk 
or ground. 

(9) Painting. — All the parts of such fire escapes shall 
receive not less than two coats of paint, one in the sbop 
and one after erection. 

Notice plates on fire escape balconies. — All fire escape 
balconies shall contain a plate firmly fastened to the 
standards or fiUng-in bars near the top raiUng in front 
of each window, such plate to contain in plain, large, 
prominent, raised letters, each letter to be not less than 
one-half an inch in length, the following words : "Any 
one placing any encumbrance on this balcony will be 
fined ten dollars." 



SECTION 13. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by S 4, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 
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BUIiKHBADS. 

Every tenement house hereafter erected shall have 
in the roof a fireproof bulkhead with a fireproof door to 
the same, 

And every tenement house hereafter erected exceed- 
ing three stories and cellar in height — 

Shall have fireproof stairs with a guide or handrail 
leading to the roof, and such stairs shall be kept free 
from encumbrance at all times. 

No bulkhead door shall at any time be locked with a 
key, but it may be fastened on the inside by movable 
bolts or hooks. 



II 



SECTION 14. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
STAIRS AND PUBLIC HALLS. 

Every tenement house hereafter erected shall have at 
least one flight of stairs extending from the entrance 
floor to the roof, 

And the stairs and public halls therein shall each be 
at least three feet wide in the clear. 
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SECTION 15. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by § 5, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

STAnt^rAYS IN NON-FIRBPROOF BUILDINGS. 

Every non-fireproof tenement house hereafter erected 
containing over twenty-six apartments or suites of 
rooms above the entrance story shall also have an ad- 
ditional flight of stairs for every additional twenty-six 
apartments or fraction thereof ; 

If said house contains not more than thirty-six apart- 
ments aboVe the entrance story in lieu of an additional 
stairway, the stairs and public halls throughout the en- 
tire building may each be at least one-half wider than 
is specified in sections fourteen and twenty of this act. 

SECTION 16. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 9 6, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

STAIR19VAY8 IN FIRBPROOF BUILDINGS. 

Every fireproof tenement house hereafter erected con- 
taining over thirty-six apartments or suites of rooms 
above the entrance story shall also have an additional 
flight of stairs for every additional thirty-six apartments 
or fraction thereof; 

But if said house contains not more than forty-eight 
apartments above the entrance story, in lieu of an ad- 
ditional stairway the stairs and public halls throughout 
the entire building may each be at least one-half wider 
than is specified in sections fourteen and twenty of this 
act; 
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And a power passenger elevator, enclosed in a separ- 
ate shaft from the stairs, and distant not less than 
thirty-five feet from the main flight of stairs, shall be 
deemed the equivalent of an additional flight. 

SECTION 17. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
STAIR^VAYS, COHniflJBO. 

Each flight of stairs mentioned in the last three sec- 
tions shall have an entrance oh the entrance floor from 
the street or street court, or from an inner court which 
connects directly with the street. 

All stairs shall be constructed with a rise of not more 
than seven and one half inches and with treads not less 
than ten inches wide and not less than three feet long in 
the clear. 

Where winders are used, all treads at a point eighteen 
inches from, the strings on the well side shall be at least 
ten inches wide. 
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SECTION 18. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334; as amended by § 7. Chap. 352. Laws 

cf 1902.) 

STAIR HAIXS, 

The stair halls in all non-fireproof as well as fireproof 
tenement houses hereafter erected exceeding three 
stories and cellar in height shall be constructed of fire- 
proof material throughout, except as in this section 
specified. 

The risers, strings and banisters shall be of metal or 
stone. The treads shall be of metal, slate or stone, 
or of hard wood not less than two inches thick. 

Wooden handrails to stairs will be permitted if con- 
structed of hard wood. 

The floors of all such stair halls shall be constructed 
of iron or steel beams and fireproof filling and no 
wooden flooring or sleepers shall be permitted. 

All windows on such stair halls opening on courts 
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The Man Behind the Nozzle. 

Many precious lives, much valuable property, much safety, com- 
fort and pleasure, depends upon the man at the nozzle. An error 
of judgment, a lack of knowledge, the want of nerve, a miscalcu- 
lation, an oversight or the least hesitation may cost scores of lives, 
thousands of dollars and untold suffering and misery. So, too, 
the safety of a whole city may at times depend upon the ability 
of a single building to resist fire from within or without. The 
building may have been erected in accordance with the building 
laws. May be well built — possibly of fire-proof construction — so 
far as obtains to walls, partitions and roofs, and yet because of a 
lack of knowledge, an oversight or misplaced confidence in a so- 
called "safety device" the building succumbs to the flame, and in 
so doing adds fuel to the fire which becomes a conflagration. The 
walls of a building may be absolutely fire-proof, but openings are 
necessary to render it habitable. Obviously the vulnerable parts 
of a building are the openings in the walls and roof — its doors, 
windows and skylights. To these openings the spread of flames 
is almost wholly attributable. This has been the history of so 
many destructive conflagrations that experts have long agreed 
that no structure in a closely built city can be considered even ap- 
proximately secure against fire so long as it is provided only with 
ordinary windows, skylights and doors. Shutters of iron or of 
wood covered with tin may protect windows if they are carefully 
closed, but in practice such shutters fall short of the purposes for 
which they are intended, and ordinary skylights and metal-covered 
doors usually prove inadequate. The only adequate fire stop in 
wall openings is Wire Glass set in metal frames. 

Wire Glass is not only the best protection of wall openings, 
but, unlike iron shutters and doors, it is admissible to all openings 
in the building — front and rear and both sides — and the effect is 
agreeable. Indeed, it enhances the appearance of a building and 
lasts — well, too long. Its cost is comparatively trifling as com- 
pared with iron shutters, and it obtains to co-insurance since the 
Underwriters discount rates when it is installed. But let us 
particularize. 

Mississippi Wire Glass Company 

277 Broadway, NEW YORK 
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shall be of good quality wire-glass in frames of fireproof 
material. 



SECTION 19. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 9 8, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

STAIR HAI<I<S, COMTIMUBD. 

In every non-fireproof tenement house hereafter 
erected exceeding three stories and cellar in height all 
stair halls shall be enclosed on all sides with brick walls. 

The doors opening from such stair halls shall be fire- 
proof and self-closing, and if provided with glass such 
glass shall be good quality wire glass. 

There shall be no transom or movable sash opening 
from' such stair hall to any other part of the house. 

Each stair hall shall be shut oS from all non-fireproof 
portions of the public halls and from all other non-fire- 
proof parts of the building, on each story, by self-clos- 
ing fireproof doors, and if glass is used in such doors it 
shall be of good quality wire glass. 

SECTION 20. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 9 9, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

BlfTRAlfCB HAIiliS. 

Every entrance hall in a tenement house hereafter 
erected shall be at least three feet six inches wide in the 
clear, from the entrance up to and including the stair 
enclosure, and beyond this point at least three feet wide 
in the clear. 

In tenement houses hereafter erected exceeding three 
stories and cellar in height every entrance hall shall be 
enclosed with brick walls, except that in a fireproof tene- 
ment house hereafter erected it may be enclosed with 
terra cotta blocks not less than four inches thick and 
with angle iron construction, and shall comply with all 
the conditions of the preceding sections of this act as 
to the construction of stair halls. 

If such entrance hall is the only entrance to more 
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than one flight of stairs, that portion of said hall be- 
tween the entrance and the first flight of stairs shall 
be increased one-half in width in every part for each 
such additional flight of stairs. 

In every tenement house hereafter erected, access 
shall be had from the street to the yard, either in a 
direct line or through a court. 

SECTION 21. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 9 10, Chap. 352, Lawb 

of 1902.) 

FIRST TIBR OF BBAM8. 

In all non-fireproof as well as fireproof tenement 
houses hereafter erected five stories or more in height, 
exclusive of the cellar, the first floor above the lowest 
cellar, or, if there be no cellar, above the lowest story, 
shall be constructed fireproof with iron or steel beams 
and fireproof flooring; 

And the bottom flanges and all exposed portions of 
such iron or steel beams below the abutments of the 
floor arches or filling shall be entirely encased with 
hard-burnt clay or porous terra cotta or with metal 
lath properly secured and plastered on the under side. 

In all non-fireproof tenement houses hereafter erected 
less than five stories in height, where the first floor 
above the lowest cellar, or, if there be no cellar, above 
the lowest story, is not constructed fireproof with iron 
or steel beams and fireproof flooring, the cellar ceiling 
of said tenement house shall be lathed with metal lath 
and plastered thereon with two coats of brown mortar 
of good materials, 

Or shall be covered with plaster boards not less than 
one-half inch in thickness, made of plaster and strong 
fibre and all joints made true and well-pointed. 

SECTION 22. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
FARTinOlVS, CONSTRUCTION OF. 

In all non-fireproof tenement houses hereafter 
erected, fore and aft stud partitions which rest directly 
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over each other shall run through the wooden floor 
beams and rest upon the plate of the partition below, 
and shall have the studding filled in solid between the 
uprights to the depth of the floor beams with suitable 
incombustible materials. 

In all fireproof tenement houses hereafter erected, all 
partitions shall rest directly upon the fireproof floor 
construction, and extend to the fireproof beam filling 
above. 

SECTION 23. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 9 11, Chap. 352. Laws 

of 1002.) 

CBLUAR STAIRS IN NOlf-FIBBSPROOF BUII^DINOS. 

In non-fireproof tenement houses hereafter erected 
exceeding three stories and cellar in height there shall 
be no inside stairs communicating between the lowest 
cellar or other lowest story and the floor next above, 

But such stairs shall in every case be located outside 
the building, and if enclosed shall be constructed en- 
tirely fireproof and be enclosed in a fireproof enclosure 
with fireproof self-closing doors at all openings. 

This provision however shall not apply to the stairs 
leading from the entrance story to the upper stories 
in tenement houses hereafter erected where there is no 
cellar or other story below the said entrance story. 

SECTION 24. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 8 12, Chi^. 352. Laws 

of 1902.) 

ckiaaASl stairs in firbproof buiudinos. 

In every fireproof tenement house hereafter erected 
the stairs communicating between the lowest cellar or 
other lowest story and the floor next above, if not 
located underneath the stairs leading to the upper 
stories, may be placed inside of the said building; 

Provided, that the portion of thq cellar or other low- 
est story into which said stairs lead is entirely shut off 
by fireproof walls from those portions thereof which are 
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used for the storage of fuel, or in which heating appli- 
ances, boilers or machinery are located. 

All openings in such walls shall be provided with self- 
closing fireproof doors. 

SECTION 25. 

(Laws of 1901, Chi^. 334.) 
CI^SBT VIIDBR FIRST STORT STAIRS. 

In non-fireproof tenement houses hereafter erected 
no closet of any kind shall be constructed under any 
staircase leading from the first story, exclusive of the 
cellar, to the upper stories, but such space shall be left 
entirely open and kept clear and free from encumbrance. 

SECTION 26. 

(Laws of 1001, Chap. 334; as amended by I 13, Chap. 352, Lawb 

of 1902.) 

CBIil^AR BIITRAHCBL 

In every tenement house hereafter erected there shall 
be an entrance to the cellar or other lowest story from 
the outside of the said building. 

BINS FOR "WOOD AND COAI..' 

In such tenement houses, which exceed three stories 
and cellar in height, unless the entire ceiling and floor 
above the cellar or other lowest story is constructed 
fireproof, all receptacles for fuel or storage in the cellar 
or other lowest story shall be constructed entirely of 
fireproof materials. 

SECTION 27. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; aa amended by I 14, Chap. 352, Xjaws 

of 1902.) 

FIRB STOPS. 

In tenement houses hereafter erected, in all walls 
where wooden furring is used all the courses of brick 
from the under side of the floor beams to the top of the 
same shall project a distance of at least two inches be- 
yond the inside face of the wall so as to provide an 
effective fire stop; 
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And wherever floor beams run parallel to a wall and 
wooden furring is used such beams shall always be kept 
at least two and one-half inches away from the inside 
line of the wall, and the space between the beams and 
the wall shall be built up solidly with brickwork from 
the under side of the floor beams to the top of the same 
so as to form an effective fire stop. 

SECTION 28. 

(Laws of 1901, ChAp. 334; as amended by 9 15, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

"WOODBM TBMBMBNT HOUSBS. 

Within the fire limits no wooden tenement house shall 
hereafter be erected, and no wooden building not now 
used as a tenement house shall hereafter be altered or 
converted to such use. 

But outside the fire limits, tenement houses not ex- 
ceeding two stories in height, exclusive of the cellar, 
may be erected of wood, but shall not provide accom- 
modations for, or be occupied by, more than four 
families in all, or more than two families on any floor ; 
and such houses whether of wood or other material, 
need not comply with the foregoing provisions of this 
act in reference to protection from fire nor with the 
provisions of sections twenty-nine, thirty, thirty-one, 
thirty-two, thirty-seven and thirty-eight of this act. 
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TITLE 11. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE ONLY TO NOW 
EXISTING TENEMENT HOUSES. 



SECTION 29. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
FIRB BSCAPBS. 

Every now existing non-fireproof tenement house, 
unless provided with fireproof outside stairways directly 
accessible to each apartment, shall have fire escapes lo- 



Outside flre- 
esci4>e8 
required on 
existing 
tenements. 



i8 



flre-eacapm. 



BlzclusiYe of 
thote in 
shafts and 
courts. 



Party wall 
flro- escapes. 



Wood floors 
of balconies. 



Wood bal- 
conies and 
stairs. 



AddiUonal 
flre-escapes. 



cated and constructed as described in section twelve of 
this act. 

But a fire escape now erected upon such house shall 
be deemed sufficient except as provided in the next two 
sections. 

SECTION 30. 

(Laws of 1001. Cbap. 334.) 
FIBBS BSCAPB8, COIITIHIJIBD. 

In every now existing non-fireproof tenement house 
there shall be a separate fire escape directly accessible 
to each apartment, exclusive of fire escapes in air shafts 
and courts; 

And a party-wall fire escape balcony on the rear of 
the building connecting with the window of an adjoining 
building shall be deemed a sufficient fire escape only 
when the two buildings are completely separated by an 
unpierced fire wall throughout their entire height and 
length. 

All wooden floor slats and floors in fire escape bal- 
conies shall be replaced by proper iron slats or floors. 

No wooden balcony or wooden outside stairs shall be 
deemed part of a lawful fire escape. 

SECTION 31. 

(Laws of 1001, Chap. 334.) 
FIRB B9CAPBS, COllTIlfUIDD. 

Whenever a now existing non-fireproof tenement 
house is not provided with sufficient means of egress in 
case of fire the department of buildings may order such 
additional fire escapes or other means of egress as in 
its judgment may be necessary. 

SECTION 32. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 9 16. Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

SCUTTIiBS, BUIiKHKADS AND liADDBS&S. 

Every now existing tenement house shall have in the 
roof a bulkhead or scuttle constructed as in this section 
required. 
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No scuttle shall be less in size than two feet by three 
feet, and all scuttles shall be covered on the outside 
with metal — 

And shall be provided with stairs or stationary ladders 
leading thereto and easily accessible to all tenants of the 
building and kept free from encumbrance, 

And all scuttles and ladders shall be kept so as to be 
ready for use at all times. 

Every bulkhead hereafter constructed in a tenement 
house shall be fireproof with a fireproof door to the 
same — 

And shall have stairs with a guide or handrail lead- 
ing to the roof, and such stairs shall be kept free from 
encumbrance at all times. 

No scuttle and no bulkhead door shall at any time be 
locked with a key, but either may be fastened on the 
inside by movable bolts or hooks. 
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SECTION 33. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap 334; as amended by 9 17, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

STAIR HAIiLS, PVBI^IC HAI«I«S AND BNTRANCB HAI^IiS. 

If any now existing tenement house shall be so altered 
as to increase the number of rooms therein by thirty- 
three and one-third per centum or more, or if such build- 
ing is increased in height so that the said building is 
more than four stories or parts of stories above the curb 
level, and also the number of rooms is increased therein, 
the entire stair halls, entrance halls and other public halls 
of the whole building shall be made to conform to the 
requirements of sections fourteen to twenty, inclusive, 
of this act. 



Alteration of 
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SECTION 34. 

(LauB of 1901, Chap. 334, "Tenements damaged by lire," expunged; 
and new wording inserted, "Alteration of wooden tenement 
housee," by I 18, Chap. 352, Laws of 1902.) 

AI^TBRATIOBT OF 'WOODBlf TBUBMBIIIT HOU8B8. 

No now existing wooden tenement house shall be in- 



20 



Amiunn 



lAmm 

hmmut 



MwMlNff 



iTcaNcd in height so as to exceed two stories, exclusive 
of the cellar, 

Nor Nhall it be altered so as to be occupied by more 
timn two families on any floor — 

Nor by more than four families in all. 

TITLE III. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL TENE- 

MKNT HOUSES HEREAFTER ERECTED 

OR NOW EXISTING. 












SECTION 35. 

(Uw» of t!H>t. Chap. 334.) 
KIRB BSCAPBS. 

All fire cscajKs hereafter constructed upon tenement 
ho\lHe^t hIiaII he Kurateit and constructed as described in 
seoiiou iwelve of this act. 

The owner of every tenement house shall keep all the 
lue e!»\*A|H^s lhere\Mi in jjvhxI orvler and repair, and when- 
evei lu^lx slwll have them properly painted with two 
\>\Alx oi |\ami. 

No |H^iM%%n shall at any time place any encumbrance of 
an\ km\l l^eioir or ujv>n any such tint escape. 

SECTION 3& 



lu %^\v\\ teiK^nte^: !sn:>e aU srairmay* shall be pro- 
x^xUst >^\th |M\^^yrt NA:v,s:ers an^: raTing^ and kept io 

SECTMM 37. 
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And, if they extend to the cellar, shall also be en* 
closed in the cellar with fireproof walls and fireproof 
self-closing doors at all openings. 

In no case shall any shaft be constructed of materials 
in which any inflammable material or substance enters 
into any of the component parts. 

But nothing in this section contained shall be so con- 
strued as to require such enclosures about elevators or 
dumb-waiters in the well-hole of stairs where the stairs 
themselves are enclosed in brick or stone walls, and are 
entirely constructed of fireproof materials as hereinbe- 
fore provided. 

SECTION 38. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
PULSTBBIlfO BBHIlfD "WAIllSCOTniG. 

When wainscoting is hereafter placed in any tenement 
house, or any building in process of alteration into a 
tenement house, the surface of the wall or partition 
behind such wainscoting shall be plastered down to the 
floor line, and any intervening space between said 
plastering and said wainscot shall be filled in solid with 
incombustible material. 
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SECTION 39. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 

WOODBN BUIUDINGS Oil SAMB I<OT ITITITH A TBMBBIBlirT 

HOUSB. 

No wooden building of any kind whatsoever shall 
hereafter be placed or built upon the same lot with a 
tenement house within the fire limits. 



Prohibited. 



SECTION 40. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
COMBUSTIBUED BIATBBIAI«8. 

No tenement house, nor any part thereof, shall be 
used as a place of storage for any combustible article 
except under such conditions as may be prescribed by 
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22 



Articles 
dmngeroos 
to life 
or health. 



Ceilings 
and Bide 
walls 
made safe. 



Certain 

openings 

prohibited. 



the fire department, under authority of a written permit 
issued by said department. 

No tenement house, nor any part thereof, shall be 
used as a place of storage for any article dangerous to 
life or health, nor for the storage of feed, hay, straw, 
excelsior or cotton, nor for the storage or handling of 
rags. 

SECTION 41. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
BAKBRIBS AND FAT BOIUntG. 

No bakery and no place of business in which fat is 
boiled shall be maintained in any tenement house which 
is not fireproof throughout, unless the ceiling and side- 
walls of said bakery or of the said place where fat boil- 
ing is done are made safe by fireproof materials around 
the same. 

And there shall be no openings either by door or win- 
dow, dumb-waiter shafts or otherwise, between said 
bakery or said place where fat is boiled in any tenement 
house and the other parts of the said building. 
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SECTION 42. 

(Laws of 1001. Chap. 334.) 
OTHBR DANGBROU8 BUSIHBSSBS. 

All transoms and windows opening into halls from 
any portion of a tenement house where paint, oil, 
spirituous liquors or drugs are stored for the purpose 
of sale or otherwise, shall be glazed with wire glass or 
they shall be removed and closed up as solidly as the 
rest of the wall; 

And all doors leading into any such hall from such 
portion of said house shall be made fireproof. 
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CHAPTER III. 
LIGHT AND VENTILATION. 

TITLE I. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE ONLY TO TENE- 
MENT HOUSES HEREAFTER ERECTED. 



SECTION 51. 

(Lakm of 1901, Chap. 3S4; as amended by 8 19, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

PBRCBIITAGB OF I^OT OCCDPIBD. 

No tenement house hereafter erected shall occupy 
more than ninety per centum of a corner lot, 

Or more than seventy per centum of any other lot, 

Provided, that the space occupied by fire escapes of 
the size hereinbefore prescribed shall not be deemed 
a part of the lot occupied. 

For the purposes of this section the measurements 
shall be taken at the ground level. 

Except that where such a building has no basement, 
and the cellar ceiling is not more than two feet above 
the curb level, the measurements as to percentage of lot 
occupied may be taken at the level of the second tier of 
beams. 

SECTION 52. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 8 20, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

HBIOHT. 

The height of no tenement house hereafter erected 
shall by more than one-half exceed the width of the 
widest street upon which it stands. 

Such height shall be the perpendicular distance meas- 
ured in a straight line from the curb level to the highest 
point of the roof beams ; 

Provided that where there are bulkheads exceeding 
ten feet in height or exceeding in area ten per centum 
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of the area of the roof, the measurements shall be taken 
to the top of the bulkhead ; but this shall not apply to 
elevator enclosures not exceeding fifteen feet in height 

The measurements in all cases shall be taken through 
the center of the facade of the house. 

SECTION 53. 

(Laws of 1801, Chap. 334; as amended by 9 21, Chap. 352, 

of 1902.) 



Behind every tenement house hereafter erected there 
shall be a yard extending across the entire width of the 
lot, and except upon a corner lot, at every point open 
from the ground to the sky unobstructed, except that 
iire escapes or unenclosed outside stairs may project 
not over four feet from the rear line of the house. 

The depth of said yard, measured from the extreme 
rear wall of the house to the rear line of the lot, shall 
be as set forth in the two following sections. 

SECTION 54. 

(Laws of 1001, Chap. 334.) 
YARDS OF INTBRIOR LOTS. 

Except upon a corner lot the depth of the yard be- 
hind every tenement house hereafter erected sixty feet 
ih height shall be not less than twelve feet in every part. 

Said yard shall be increased in depth one foot for 
levery additional twelve feet of height of the building, 
or fraction thereof ; 

And may be decreased in depth one foot for every 
twelve feet of height of the building less than sixty feet ; 

But it shall never be less than ten feet in depth in any 
part. 

SECTION 55. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 5 22, Chap. 352. Laws 

of 1902.) 

YARUS OF CORNBR LOTS. 

The depth of the yard behind every tenement house 
hereafter erected upon a corner lot shall be not less 
than ten feet in every part. 
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Provided that where such lot is less than one hun- 
dred feet in depth, the depth of the yard may be not less 
than ten per centum of the depth of such lot, but shall 
never be less than five feet in every part. 

Where a tenement house hereafter erected on a cor- 
ner lot has no basement and the cellar ceiling is not 
more than two feet above the curb level, said yard may 
start at the level of the second tier of beams. 

Where a corner lot is more than fifty feet in width, 
the yard for that portion in excess of fifty feet shall con- 
form to the provisions; of section fifty-four of this act. 
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SECTION 56. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 8 23, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

YARD 8PACBS OF LOTS RUNNING THROUGH FROM 

STRBBT TO STRBETT. 

Wherever a tenement house hereafter erected is 
upon a lot which runs through from one street to an- 
other street, and said lot is not less than seventy feet 
nor more than one hundred feet in depth, there shall be 
a yard space through the center of the lot midway be- 
tween the two streets, which space shall extend across 
the full width of the lot and shall never be less than 
twelve feet in depth from wall to wall ; 

But where such building has no basement and the 
cellar ceiling is not more than two feet above the curb 
level, such yard space may start at the level of the sec- 
ond tier of beams. 

Where such lot is over one hundred feet in depth such 
yard space shall conform to the provisions of section 
sixty-two* of this act for inner courts, and shall be left 
through the center of the lot midway between the two 
streets, and shall extend across the entire width of the 
lot. 

Where a single tenement house hereafter erected is 
situated on a lot formed by the intersection of two 
streets at an acute angle, the y^rd of the s^id house 
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need not extend across the entire width of the lot, pro- 
vided that it extends to a point in line with the middle 
line of the block. 

SECTION 57. 

(Laws of 1001, Chap. 334; as amended by 8 24, Chap. 852, Laws 

of 1902.) 

COURTS. 

No court of a tenement house hereafter erected shall 
be covered by a roof or skylight, but every such court 
shall be at every point open from the ground to the sky 
unobstructed, except as hereinafter otherwise provided. 

And shall conform to the requirements of the follow- 
ing sections ; 

Provided, that an apartment not containing any room 
fronting upon the street or yard shall have a fire escape 
in a court, projecting not more than four feet from the 
wall of the house. 

SECTION 58. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 8 25, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

OUTBR COURTS. 

Where one side of an outer court is situated on the lot 
line, the width of the said court, measured from tJie 
lot line to the opposite wall of the building, for tene- 
ment houses sixty feet in height shall not be less than 
six feet in any part ; 

And for every twelve feet of increase or fraction 
thereof in height of the said building, such width shall be 
increased six inches throughout the entire height of 
said court; 

And for every twelve feet of decrease in the height of 
the said building below sixty feet, such width may be de- 
creased six inches, 

Except that in tenement houses hereafter erected not 
exceeding three stories and cellar in height and which 
also are not occupied or arranged to be occupied by 
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more than six families in all, or by more than two 
families on any floor, and in which also each apartment 
extends through from the street to the yard, the width 
of an outer court situated on the lot line shall not be 
less than four feet in any part provided that the length 
of such outer court does not exceed twenty-four feet. 



WidUi and 
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SECTION 59. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 8 26, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

OUTBR COURTS, CONTINUBD. 

Where an outer court is situated between wings or 
parts of the same building, or between different build- 
ings on the same lot, the width of the said court, meas- 
ured from wall to wall, for tenement houses sixty feet in 
height shall not be less than twelve feet in any part ; 

And for every twelve feet of increase or fraction 
thereof in the height of the said building, such width 
shall be increased one foot throughout the entire height 
of the said court; dtCX^M# 

And for every twelve feet of incc«afi#»in the height 
of the said building below sixty feet, such width of the 
said court may be decreased one foot. 

Except that in tenement houses hereafter erected not 
exceeding three stories and cellar in height and which 
also are not occupied or arranged to be occupied by 
more than six families in all, or by more than two 
families on any floor, and in which also each apartment 
extends through from the street to the yard, the width 
of an outer court situated between wings or parts of 
the same building, or between different buildings on the 
same lot, measured from wall to wall, shall not be less 
than eight feet in any part provided that the length of 
said outer court does not exceed twenty-four feet. 
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SECTION 6a 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 1 27, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

OUTKK COrmTS, COATIIIUBIK 

Wherever an outer court changes its initial horizontal 
direction, or wherever any part of such court extends 
in a direction so as not to receive direct light from the 
street or yard, the length of such portion of said court 
shall never exceed the width of said portion; 

Such length to be measured from the point at which 
the change of direction commences. 

Wherever an outer court is less in depth than the 
minimum width prescribed by this title, then its width 
may be equal to, but not less than its depth, provided 
that such width is never less than four feet in the clear. 

This exception shall also apply to each o£Fset or recess 
in outer cotirts. 

And no window except windows of water closet com- 
partments, bathrooms or halls shall open upon any 
offset or recess less than six feet in width. 
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SECTION 61. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 3^1; as amended by i 28, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

IlflfBR COURTS. 

Where one side of an inner court is situated on the lot 
line, the width of the said court measured from the lot 
line to the opposite wall of the building, for tenement 
houses sixty feet in height shall not be less than twelve 
feet in any part, and its other horizontal dimension shall 
not be less than twenty-four feet in any part ; 

And for every twelve feet of increase or fraction 
thereof in the height of the said building, such width 
shall be increased six inches throughout the entire 
height of said court, 

And the other horizontal dimension shall be increased 
, one foot throughout the entire height of said court ; 

And for every twelve feet of decrease in the height of 
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the said building below sixty feet, such width may be 
decreased six inches and the other horizontal dimension 
may be decreased one foot. 

Except that in tenement houses hereafter erected not 
exceeding three stories and cellar in height and which 
also are not occupied or arranged to be occupied by 
more than six families in all, or by more than two 
families on any floor, and in which also each apartment 
extends through from the street to the yard, the width 
of an inner court situated on the lot line measured from 
the lot line to the opposite wall of the building shall not 
be less than eight feet in any part, and its other 
horizontal dimension shall not be less than fourteen feet 
in any part. 
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SECTION 62. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by S 29, Chap. 352, Ialvsb 

of 1902.) 

INNBR COURTS, CONTIIVUBD. 

Where an inner court is not situated upon the lot 
line, but is enclosed on all four sides, the least horizontal 
dimension of the said court for tenement houses sixty 
feet in height, shall not be less than twenty-four feet ; 

And for every twelve feet of increase or fraction 
thereof in the height of the said building, the said court 
shall be increased one foot in each horizontal dimension, 
throughout the entire height of said court; 

And for every twelve feet of decrease in the height 
of the said building below sixty feet, the horizontal di- 
mensions of the said court may be decreased one foot in 
each direction. 

Except that in tenement houses hereafter erected not 
exceeding three stories and cellar in height and which 
also ^re not occupied or arranged to be occupied by 
more than six families in all, or by more than two 
families on any floor, and in which also each apartment 
extends through from the street to the yard, the least 
horizontal dimension of an inner court not situated on 
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the lot line, but enclosed on all four sides, shall not be 
less than fourteen feet. 

Offsets or recesses in inner courts will be permitted, 
but where the depth of such offset or recess is less than 
the minimum width prescribed, then the width of said 
offset or recess may be equal to but not less than its 
depth, provided that such width is never less than four 
feet in the clear. 

And no window except windows of water-closet com- 
partments, bathrooms or halls shall open upon any off- 
set or recess less than six feet in width. 
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SECTION 63. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
INNSIR COURTS, CONTINUIOD. 

Every inner court shall be provided with one or more 
horizontal intakes or ducts at the bottom. Said intakes 
or ducts shall be not less in total area than four per 
centum of the area of said inner court. 

Each such intake or duct shall be at least five square 
feet in area, and shall always communicate directly with 
the street or yard. 

Wherever the said intakes or ducts consist of a pas- 
sageway or passageways, such passageway shall be left 
open, or if not open there shall always be provided 
in said passageway or passageways open grilles or 
transoms of a size not less than five square feet each, 
and such open grilles or transoms shall never be cov- 
ered over by glass or in any other way. 

There shall be at least two such grilles or transoms 
in each such passageway, one at the inner court and the 
other at the street or yard, as the case may be. 
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SECTION 64. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by i 30, Chap. 352. Laws 

of 1902.) 

OUTBR AND INNBR COURTS. 

Nothing contained in the foregoing sections con- 
cerning outer and inner courts shall be construed as 
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preventing windows at the angles of said courts, pro- 
vided that the running length of the wall containing 
such windows does not exceed six feet. 

Except that in outer or inner courts of a less size than 
the minimum prescribed for tenement houses sixty feet 
in height, the running length of the wall containing 
windows in the angles of said courts shall not exceed 
four feet. 

In construing said sections the height of the building 
is to be measured from the curb level to the top of the 
highest wall enclosing or forming such court. 

When a tenement house hereafter erected has no 
basement and the cellar ceiling is not more than two feet 
above the curb level, the courts mentioned in the seven 
preceding sections may start at the level of the second 
tier of beams. This provision, however, shall not be 
construed so as to permit any room without a window 
opening on the street or yard or on a court in every 
part the dimensions prescribed in the foregoing sec- 
tions. 

Where a court starts at the level of the second tier 
of beams in whole or in part, and the bottom of said 
court is a skylight over a store or hall, proper access 
to the top of said skylight shall be provided, and said 
skylight shall be so arranged as to be easily cleaned. 
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SECTION 65. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 



RBSAR TBNBMBNTS. 



No separate tenement house shall hereafter be erected 
upon the rear of a lot fifty feet or less in width where 
there is a tenement house on the front of the said lot, 

Nor upon the front of any such lot upon the rear of 
which there is such a tenement house. 



Prohihitlng. 
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SECTION 66. 

(Laws Qf 1901, Chap. 394.) 
BUILDINGS ON SAMB LOT IHTITH TBNBiaDBrr HOU8B8. 

If any building is hereafter placed on the same lot 
with a tenement house the space between the said build- 
ings shall always be of such size and arranged in such 
manner as is prescribed in section sixty-two of this act 
for inner courts; 

And no building of any kind shall be hereafter placed 
upon the same lot with a tenement house so as to de- 
crease the minimum size of courts or yards as herein- 
before prescribed. 

And if any tenement house is hereafter erected upon 
any lot upon which there is already another building, it 
shall comply with all the provisions of this act, and in 
addition the space between the said building and the said 
tenement house shall be of such size and arranged in 
such manner as is prescribed in section sixty-two of this 
act for inner courts, the height of the highest building on 
the lot to regulate the dimensions. 
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SECTION 67. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
ROOMS, LIGHTING AND VX3NTILATION OF. 

In every tenement house hereafter erected every 
room, except water-closet compartments and bath- 
rooms, shall have at least one window opening directly 
upon the street or upon a yard or court. 
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area propor- 
tionate to 
room. 



SECTION 68. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
'WINDOlMrS IN ROOMS. 

In every tenement house hereafter erected the total 
window area in each room, except water-closet com- 
partments and bathroms, shall be at least one-tenth of 
the superficial area of the room, 
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And the top at least of one window shall not be less 
than seven feet six inches above the floor, and the upper 
half of it shall be made so as to open the full width. 

No such window shall be less than twelve square feet 
in area between the stop beads. 



Heisbt to 
top above 
floor. 



Area of 
window. 



SECTION 69. 

(LawB of 1901, Chap. 334.) 



WINOOlMrS IN IHrATBR-CIiOSBT COMPARTMBNTS 

BATHROOMS. 



AND 



In every tenement house hereafter erected the total 
window area in a water-closet compartment or bathroom 
shall not be less than three square feet in area for each. 

And no such window shall be less than one foot in 
width, measured between stop beads. 



Area of 
window. 



Width of 
window. 



SECTION 70. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
ROOMS, SIZES OF. 

In every tenement house hereafter erected all rooms, 
except water-closet compartments and bathrooms, shall 
be of the following minimum sizes : 

In each apartment there shall be at least one room 
containing not less than one hundred and twenty square 
feet of floor area. 

And each other room shall contain at least seventy 
square feet of floor area. 

Each room shall be in every part not less than nine 
feet high from the finished floor to the finished ceiling; 

Provided that an attic room need be nine feet high in 
but one-half its area. 



Minimum. 



One room, 
least 
area for. 



Other room^ 
least 
area for. 

Height for 
ceilinsi. 



Attic room. 



SECTION 71. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by I 31, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

AI^COVEIS. 

Alcove rooms must conform to all the requirements 
of other rooms. • 
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SECTION 72. 

(LawB of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 8 32, Chap. 352, Lawa 

of 1002.) 



Windows 
required. 



Location for 
windows. 



Entrance 
hall doora. 



Offsets in 
halls. 



Wh«n window 
rule applies. 



Meaning of 
separate hall. 



Three-story 
tenements. 



Sash doors. 



[}74. Sash 
door equiva- 
lent to 
windows.] 



PUBLIC HALLS. 

In every tenement house hereafter erected, exceed- 
ing three stories and cellar in height, every public hail 
shall have at least one window opening directly upon 
the street or upon a yard or court. 

Either such window shall be at the end of said hall, 
with the plane of the window at right angles to the axis 
of said hall or there shall be at least one window opening 
directly upon the street or upon a yard or court in every 
twenty feet in length or fraction thereof of said hall; 

But this provision for one window in every twenty 
feet of hallway shall not apply to that portion of the 
entrance hall between the entrance and the first flight 
of stairs, provided that the entrance door contains not 
less than five square feet of glazed surface. 

In every public hall in a tenement house hereafter 
erected recesses or returns the length of which does not 
exceed twice their width will be permitted without an 
additional window. 

But wherever the length of such recess or return ex- 
ceeds twice its width the above provisions in reference 
to one window in every twenty feet of hallway shall be 
applied. 

Any part of a hall which is shut off from any other 
part of said hall by a door or doors shall be deemed a 
separate hall within the meaning of this section. 

In every tenement house hereafter erected not ex- 
ceeding three stories and cellar in height where the pub- 
lic hall is not provided with a window opening directly 
to the outer air, sash doors admitting light to the public 
halls from the apartments shall be provided where pos- 
sible. 
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SECTION 73. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 

-winho^wb for pubi^ic haixs, sizb of. 

In every tenement house hereafter erected one at 
least of the windows provided to light each public hall 
or part thereof shall be at least two feet six inches wide 
and five feet high, measured between stop beads. ' 



WldUi and 
height 



SECTION 74. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by § 33, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

'WINDOlMrS FOR STAIR HALI«8, SIZB OF. 

In every tenement house hereafter erected the aggre- 
gate area of windows to light or ventilate stair halls 
shall be at least eighteen square feet for each floor. 

There shall be provided for each story at least one of 
said windows, which shall be at least two and a half feet 
wide and five feet high, measured between the stop 
beads. 

A sash door shall be deemed the equivalent of a window 
in sections seventy-two, seventy-three, and seventy-four 
of this act, provided that such door contains the amount 
of glazed surface prescribed for such windows. 



Aggresate 



SlM. 



Sash door 
equlTalent 
to window. 



SECTION 75. 

(Laws 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 8 2, Chap. 555, Laws 

of 1901.) 

PRIVACT. 

In every apartment of three or more rooms in a tene- 
ment house hereafter erected, access to every living 
room and bedroom and to at least one water-closet 
compartment shall be had without passing through any 
bedroom. 



Access to 
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TITLE 11. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE ONLY TO NOW 
EXISTING TENEMENT HOUSES. 



Comer 
lot 90%. 



Inside 
lot 70%. 

Measured 
at ground. 

0Hre escape 
space. 



SECTION 76. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 394.) 
PBBCBNTAOSl OF UOT OCCUPIBXD. 

No now existing tenement house shall hereafter be 
enlarged, or its lot be diminished, so that the house 
occupy more than ninety per centum of a corner lot, 

Or more than seventy per centum of any other lot, 

The measurements in all cases to be taken at the 
ground level ; 

Provided that the space occupied by fire escapes of 
the size hereinbefore prescribed, shall not be deemed a 
part of the lot occupied. 



Comer yard, 
10 feet 



Inside yard, 
12 feet 

Measurements, 
where taken. 



Open space, 
ezoepting 
lire escapee. 



SECTION 77. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by i 34. Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

YARDS. 

No now existing tenement house shall hereafter be 
enlarged or its lot be diminished, so that the yard shall 
be less than ten feet in depth when the building is on a 
comer lot. 

Or less than twelve feet in depth in other cases. 

The measurements in all cases to be taken from the 
extreme rear Wall of the building to the rear lot line, and 
across the full width of the lot, 

And such yard shall be at every point open from the 
ground to the sky, except as provided in section fifty- 
three of this act. 



37 
SECTION 77a. 

(9 35. Chap. 352. Laws of 1902.) 
HSIGHT. 

No now existing tenement house shall be increased in 
height so that the building shall exceed by more than 
one-half the width of the widest street on which it 
stands. 

SECTION 78. 

(La^B of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by § 36, Chap. 852, Laws 

of 1902.) 

ADDITIONAI. ROOMS AND HAIXS. 

Any additional room or hall that is hereafter con- 
structed or created in a now existing tenement house 
shall comply in all repects with the provisions of the 
foregoing sections of chapter three of this act. 



Height 
limited 
by width 
of street. 



To comply 
with aet 



SECTION 79. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 8 87, Chap. 852, Laws 

of 1902.) 

ROOMS, lilGHTIHG AND VBHTULATION OF, CONTIlfUBD. 

No room in a now existing tenement house shall 
hereafter be occupied for living purposes unless it shall 
have a window upon the street, 

Or upon a yard not less than four feet deep, 

Or upon a court or shaft of not less than twenty-five 
square feet in area, open to the sky without roof or 
skylight, 

Or unless such room has a sash window opening into 
an adjoining room in the same apartment. 

Said sash window having at least fifteen square feet 
of glazed surface, being at least three feet by five feet 
between stop beads, and at least one-half thereof being 
made to open readily. 

An alcove opening of no less dimension than said 
sash window shall be deemed its equivalent. 



Window 
opening 
upon street 



Or yard. 
Or court 



Or a 
window. 
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window. 
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SECTION 80. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334; aa amended by 9 38, Chap. 352. Laws 

of 1902.) 

PUBIilC HALLS, LIGHTING OF. 

In every now existing tenement house four stories or 
over in height, whenever a public hall on any floor is 
not light enough in the daytime to permit a person to 
read in every part thereof without the aid of artificial 
light, the wooden panels in the doors located at the ends 
of the public halls and opening into rooms shall be re- 
moved, and ground glass or other translucent glass or 
wire glass panels of an aggregate area of not less than 
four square feet for each door shall be substituted ; 

Or in lieu of removing the panels in the doors a fixed 
sash window of wire glass of an area of not less than 
five square feet may be cut into the partitions separating 
the said hall from a room which opens directly upon the 
street or upon a yard, court, or shaft of the dimensions 
specified in the last section; 

Or said public hall may be lighted by a window or win- 
dows a(t the end thereof with the plane of the window at 
right angles to the axis of the said hall, said window 
opening upon the street or upon a yard, court, or shaft 
of said dimensions. 






of. 



Width ot 
least. 



TJnooTered. , 



Intake or 
duet 



SECTION 81. 

(Lawa of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
LIGHT AHD VBirr SHAFTS IN BXISTING BUILDUIGS. 

Any shaft used or intended to be used to light or ven- 
tilate rooms used or intended to be used for living pur- 
poses, and which may be hereafter placed in a now exist- 
ing tenement house, shall not be less in area than 
twenty-five square feet, nor less than four feet in width 
in any part, 

And such shaft shall under no circumstances be roofed 
or covered over at the top with a roof or skylight ; 

But if such shaft is provided at the bottom with a hor- 
izontal intake or duct, of a size not less than two square 
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feet, and communicating directly with the street or yard, 
such shaft may be of a size not less than three feet by 
five feet, provided that not more than two rooms on any 
floor open thereon, and that if it be used to light or ven- 
tilate any living room no water-closet open upon it. 



8lM for. 



TITLE III. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL TENE- 
MENT HOUSES HEREAFTER ERECTED 
OR NOW EXISTING. 



SECTION 82. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
PUBIilC HAULS. 

In every tenement house a proper light shall be kept 
burning by the owner in the public hallways, near the 
stairs, upon the entrance floor, and upon the second 
floor, above the entrance floor of said house, every night 
from sunset to sunrise throughout the year. 

And upon all other floors of the said house from sun* 
set until ten o'clock in the evening. 



ArtiAelidl 
light 



■Hbun 
prescribed. 



SECTION 83. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by 8 39, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

SKTIilGETTS. 

In every tenement house there shall be in the roof, 
directly over each stair well, a ventilating skylight with 
both ridge ventilators and fixed louvres, the glazed sur- 
face thereof to be not less than twenty square feet in 
area. 

Provided, that this section shall not apply to a now 
existing tenement house now having a bulkhead in the 
roof over the main stairs, which bulkhead is provided 
with windows made so as to readily open, and with not 
less than twelve square feet of glass in the top of said 
bulkhead. 



Glased 
surface. 



Qulkhead 
window. 
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Fine 
op«nliifB. 



SECTION 84. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 

chudtbts or FnuBPUkCBs. 

In every tenement house there shall be adequate chim- 
neys running through every floor mth an open fireplace 
or grate, or place for a stove, properly connected mth 
one of said chimneys for every apartment 



of. 



dlmoiislon. 
IncFBaao of 



of 



UncoTored. 



IntAko 
or duet 



SECTION 85. 

(Laws of 1901, ChMp, 334.) 
WNT SHAFTS. 

Every vent shaft hereafter constructed in a tenement 
house shall be at least twenty square feet in area, and 
the least dimension of such shaft shall not be less than 
four feet; 

And if the building be above sixty feet in height such 
shaft shall throughout its entire height be increased in 
area three square feet for each additional twelve feet 
of height or fraction thereof ; 

And for each twelve feet of height less than sixty feet 
such shaft may be decreased in area three square feet. 

A vent shaft may be enclosed on all four sides but 
shall not be roofed or covered over in any way. 

Every such shaft shall be provided with a horizontal 
intake or duct at the bottom, communicating with the 
street or yard or with a court; such duct or intake to be 
not less than one and one-half square feet in total area. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SANITARY PROVISIONS. 

TITLE I. 

PROVISIONS APPUCABLE ONLY TO TENE- 
MENT HOUSES HEREAFTER ERECTED. 



SECTION 91. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by S 40, Chap. 352, Lawi 

of 1902.) 

BASBinBirrs juid cblulbs. 

In tenement houses hereafter erected no room in the 
cellar or in the basement shall be constructed, altered, 
converted or occupied for living purposes, unless all of 
the following conditions are complied with : 

1. Such room shall be at least nine feet high in every 
part from the floor to the ceiling. 

Provided, that in buildings already erected and not 
now used as tenement houses but hereafter altered or 
converted to such use, such room shall be not less than 
seven feet high in every part. 

2. The ceiling of such room shall be at least four feet 
and six inches above the surface of the street or ground 
outside of or adjoining the same. 

3c There shall be appurtenant to such room the use 
of a separate water-closet, constructed and arranged as 
required by section ninety-five of this act. 

4. Such room shall have a window or windows open- 
ing upon the street, or upon a yard or court. The total 
larea of windows in such room shall be at least one- 
eighth of the superficial area of the room, and one-half 
of the sash shall be made to open the full width, and the 
top of each window shall be within six inches of the 
ceiling. 

5. All walls surrounding such room shall be damp- 
proof. 

6. The floor of such room shall be damp-proof and 
waterproof. 



ConditlfMUi 
for occupancy; 
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42 



DAmp and 
watMproof. 



Below 
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▼el. 



Cellar 

floor 
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SECTION 92. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 834; as amended by I 41, Cliap. 352, 

of 1902.) 

BA81i»MBlfTS AND CBIXARS, COHTniUBD. 

Every tenement house hereafter erected shall have all 
walls below the ground level and all cellar or lower floors 
damp-proof and waterproof. 

When necessary to make such walls and floors damp- 
proof and waterproof, the damp-proofing and water- 
proofing: shall run through the walls and up the same as 
high as tne ground level and shall be continued through- 
out the floor, 

And the said cellar or lowest floor shall be properly 
constructed so as to prevent dampness or water from 
entering. 



Floor loTol. 



Connected 
with sewer. 



SECTION 93. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
SHAFTS, COURTS, ARBAS AHD YARDS. 

In every tenement house hereafter erected the bottom 
of all shafts, courts, areas and yards which extend to the 
basement for light or ventilation of living rooms, must 
be six inches below the floor level of the part occupied 
or intended to be occupied. 

All shafts, courts, areas and yards shall be properly 
concreted, graded and drained, and shall be properly con- 
nected with the street sewer so that all water may pass 
freely into it. 



In each 
apartment. 



SECTION 94. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
TITATBR SUPPIiT. 

In every tenement house hereafter erected there shall 
be in each apartment a proper sink with running water. 
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SECTION 95. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by I 42, Cliap, 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

UTATBIUCIiOSlST ACCOMMODATIOH8. 

In every tenement house hereafter erected there shall 
be a separate water closet in a separate compartment 
within each apartment, 

Provided that where there are apartments consisting 
of but one or two rooms, there shall be at least one 
water-closet for every three rooms. 

All water-closet compartments must have a window 
opening upon the street or yard or upon a court or vent 
shaft. 

Every water-closet compartment shall be provided with 
proper means of lighting the same at night. If fixtures 
for gas or electricity are not provided in said compart- 
ment, then the door of said compartment shall be pro- 
vided with ground glass or wire glass panels, or with 
a ground glass or wire glass transom, not less in area than 
four square feet. 

The floor of every water-closet compartment shall be 
made waterproof with asphalt, tile, stone, metal or some 
other waterproof material; and such waterproofing shall 
extend at least six inches above the floor so that the said 
floor can be washed or flushed out without leaking. 

No drip trays shall be permitted. 

No water-closet fixtures shall be enclosed with any 
woodwork. 

SECTION 96. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by I 43, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

PLUMBING. 

In every tenement house hereafter erected all plumb- 
ing pipes shall wherever possible be exposed, or if such 
pipes are covered there shall be at each floor access to 
all rising lines through removable panels; said panels 
shall always be as wide as the whole stack of pipes, and 
at least two feet and six inches in height. 
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Openings 

through 

floon. 



In all tenement houses hereafter erected where plumb- 
ing or other pipes pass through floors or partitions, the 
openings around such pipes shall be sealed or made air 
tight with plaster, or other incombustible materials, so 
as to prevent the passage of air or the spread of fire 
from one floor to another or from room to room. 



TITLE II. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE ONLY TO NOW 
EXISTING TENEMENT HOUSES. 
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SECTION 97. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 3S4; as amended by I 44, Chap. 852, 

of 1902.) 

BASBMBIITS AND CKLUkMS. 

Hereafter in any now existing tenement house no room 
in the basement or cellar shall be occupied for living pur- 
poses without a written permit from the department 
charged with the enforcement of this act, and such permit 
shall be kept readily accessible in said room. 

A^d no such room shall hereafter be occupied unless 
all the following conditions are complied with. 

The said written permit shall be issued when all of the 
said conditions are complied with. If refused, the reason 
for such refusal shall be stated by said department in writ- 
ing, and a copy thereof shall be kept in a proper book in 
the office of said department, and be accessible to the 
public. 

1. Such room shall be at least seven feet high in every 
part from the floor to the ceiling. 

2. The ceiling of such room shall be in ev^ry part at 
least two feet above the surface of the street or gfround 
outside of or adjoining the same. 

3. There shall be appurtenant to such room the use 
of a water-closet. 

4. There shall be outside of and adjoining such room, 
and extending along the entire frontage thereof, an open 
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space of at least two feet six inches wide in every part, 
unless such room extends for more than one-half of its 
height above the curb level. Such space shall be well and 
effectually drained. 

5. Such room shall have a window or windows opening 
to the outer air of at least nine square feet in size clear 
of the sash frame, and at least four and one-half square 
feet of which shall have been made to readily open for 
purposes of ventilation. 

6. If the house is situated over marshy ground, or 
ground on which water lies, or ground on which there 
is water pressure from below, the lowest floor shall have 
been made waterproof and damp proof. 

7. Such room shall have sufficient light, shall be well 
drained and dry, and shall be flt for human habitation. 



windows, 
■lie of. 



rWatw and 
damp-proof. 



Fit for 
habitation. 



SECTION 98. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 834; as amended by I 45, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

-UTATBR-CIiOSBTS. 

In all now existing tenement houses the woodwork 
enclosing all water-closets shall be removed from the 
front of said closet, and the space underneath the seat 
shall be left open. 

The floor or other surface beneath and around the 
closet shall be maintained in good order and repair and 
if of wood shall be kept well painted with light colored 
paint. 

SECTION 99. 

(Laiis of 1901, Chap. 384; as amended by I 46, Chap. 852, Laws 

of 1902.) 

PUBLIG SINKS. 

In all now existing tenement houses the woodwork 
enclosing sinks located in the public halls or stairs shall 
be removed, and the space underneath said sinks shall 
be left open. 

The floors and wall surfaces beneath and around the 
sink shall be maintained in good order and repair, and if 
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of wood shall be kept well painted with light colored 
paint. 
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SECTION 100. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 834; as amended by I 47, Chap. 352, Lawi 

of 1902.) 

PRITT VAULTS, SCHOOL SINKS AHD lirATBa-CLOSBrrS. 

In all now existing tenement houses wh^re a connection 
with a sewer is possible all school sinks, privy vaults or 
other similar receptacles used to receive fecal matter, 
urine or sewage, shall before January first, nineteen hun- 
dred and three, be completely removed and the place 
where they were located properly disinfected under the 
direction of the department charged with the enforcement 
of this act. 

Such appliances shall be replaced by individual water- 
closets of durable non-absorbent material, properly sewer 
connected, and with individual traps, and properly con- 
nected flush tanks providing an ample flush of water to 
thoroughly cleanse the bowl. 

Each water-closet shall be located in a compartment 
completely separated from every other water-closet, and 
such compartment shall contain a window of not less than 
three square feet in area opening directly to the outer air. 

The floors of the water-closet compartments shall be 
water-proof as provided in section ninety-five of this act. 

Where water-closets are placed in the yard to replace 
school sinks or privy vaults, long hopper closets may be 
used; 

But all traps, flush tanks and pipes shall be protected 
against the action of frost. 

In such cases, the structure containing the water- 
closets shall not exceed ten feet in height ; 

And shall not be considered as increasing the percent- 
age of the lot occupied nor shall it be subject to the pro- 
visions of section sixty-six of this act, provided that it 
does not occupy more than fifty per centum of the open 
space or yard in which it is placed, and provided further 
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that the use of said structure is limited solely to water- 
closet purposes. 

Such structiu-e shall be provided with a ventilating sky- 
light in the roof, of an adequate size, 

And each water-closet shall be located in a compart- 
ment completely separated from every other water closet. 

Proper and adequate means for lighting the structure at 
night shall be provided. 

There shall be provided at least one water-closet for 
every two families in every now existing tenement house. 

Except as in this section otherwise provided such 
water-closets and all plumbing in connection therewith 
shall be in accordance with the ordinances and regu- 
lations in relation to plumbing and drainage. 
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TITLE III. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL TENE- 
MENT HOUSES, WHETHER HEREAFTER 
ERECTED OR NOW EXISTING. 



SECTION 101. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by I 48, Chap. 352, Laws 

of 1902.) 

BASBMBSIVTS AND CBI«LARS. 

The floor of the cellar or lowest floor of every tene- 
ment house shall be water tight and the cellar ceiling 
shall be plastered, except where the first floor above the 
cellar is constructed of iron beams and fireproof filling. 

SECTION 102. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
CKLMaAR flTAIilifl AHD CBILIHOS. 

The cellar walls and ceilings of every tenement house 
shall be thoroughly whitewashed or painted a light color 
by the owner at least once a year; 

And no tenement house hereafter erected, whether or 
not it has now been actually commenced, shall be occu- 
pied until this has been done for the first time. 
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SECTION 103. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
ROOFS. 

The roof of every tenement house shall be kept in good 
repair and so as not to leak, and all rain water shall be so 
drained and conveyed therefrom as to prevent its dripping 
on to the ground or causing dampness in the walls, ceil- 
ings, yards or areas. 

SECTION 104. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
UTATBR SUPPI^T. 

Every tenement house shall have water furnished in 
sufficient quantity at one or more places on each floor 

occupied by or intended to be occupied by one cm* more 

families. 

The owner shall provide proper and suitable tanks, 
pumps or other appliances to receive and to distribute 
an adequate and sufficient supply of such water at each 
floor in the said house, at all times of the year, during 
all hours of the day and night. 

But a failure in the general supply of water by the 
city authorities shall not be construed to be a failure on 
the part of such owner, provided that proper and suitable 
appliances to receive and distribute such water have been 
provided in said house. 

SECTION 105. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
CLBANLIIVBISS OF BUII^DIlfOS. 

Every tenement house and every part thereof shall be 
kept clean and free from any accumulation of dirt, filth 
or garbage or other matter in or on the same, or in the 
yards, courts, passages, areas or alleys connected with or 
belonging to the same. 

The owner of every tenement house or part thereof 
shall thoroughly cleanse all the rooms, passages, stairs, 
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floors, windows, doors, walls, ceilings, privies, water- 
closets, cesspools, drains, halls, cellars, roofs and all 
other parts of the said tenement house, or part of the 
house of which he is the owner, to the satisfaction of the 
department of health, and shall keep the said parts of the 
said tenement house in a cleanly condition at all times. 

No person shall place filth, urine or fecal matter in any 
place in a tenement house other than that provided for 
the same, or keep filth, urine or fecal matter in his apart- 
ment or upon his premises such length of time as to 
create a nuisance. 
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SECTION 106. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by I 49. Chap. 352. Laws 

of 1902.) 

SHAFTS AND COURTS. 

In every tenement house there shall be, at the bottom 
of every shaft and inner court, a self-closing fireproof 
door giving sufficient access to such shaft or court to 
enable it to be properly cleaned out. 

Provided, that where there is already a window in a 
now existing tenement house, giving proper access to 
such shaft or court, such window shall be deemed suf- 
ficient. 
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SECTION 107. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 834.) 
-WALLS OF COURTS AHD SHAFTS. 

The walls of all yard-courts, inner-courts and shafts 
unless built of a light color brick or stone shall be thor- 
oughly whitewashed by the owner at least once in three 
years, or shall be painted a light color by him at least 
once in five years; 

And no tenement house hereafter erected, whether or 
not it has now been actually commenced, shall be occu- 
pied until this has been done for the first time. 
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SECTION 108. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 



Airspace. 



No wall paper shall be placed upon a wall or ceiling 
of any tenement house unless all wall paper shall be first 
removed therefrom and said wall and ceiling thoroughly 
cleaned. 

SECTION 109. 

(Laws of 1001, Chap. 334.) 
RB3CB3PTACLBS FOR AJHBS, GA&BAOB AHD RBFU8B. 

The owner of every tenement house shall provide for 
said building proper and suitable conveniences or recep- 
tacles for ashes, rubbish, garbage, refuse and other 
matter. 

SECTION 110. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
PROHIBITB3D USS». 

No horse, cow, calf, swine, sheep or goat shall be kept 
in a tenement house, or on the premises thereof, 

And no tenement house shall be used for a lodging 
house or stable, or for the storage or handling of rags. 

SECTION 111. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
JANITOR OR HOUSBKBBPBR. 

Whenever there shall be more than eight families liv- 
ing in any tenement house, in which the owner thereof 
does not reside, there shall be a janitor, housekeeper or 
some other responsible person who shall reside in said 
house and have charge of the same, if the department of 
health shall so require. 

SECTION 112. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334; as amended by I 50, Chap. 352, LawB 

of 1902.) 

OVBSRCROWDIHO. 

No room in any tenement house shall be so over- 
crowded that there shall be a£fbrded less than four hun- 
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dred cubic feet of air to each adult, and two hundred 
cubic feet of air to each child under twelve years of age 
occupying such room. 

SECTION 113. 

(Laws of 1901, Cbap. 3d4; repealed by I 51, Cbap. 862, Laws 

of 1902.) 

[Repealed.] 



NOTBL— Ttie repealed section related to "space around pipes." 
The former wording was added to and is now contained in Section 
96. 

CHAPTER V. 
REMEDIES. 

TITLE I. 
GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES. 

SECTION 121. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
PBRMIT TO COMMBUfCB BUIUDIIIG. 

Before the construction or alteration of a tenement 
house, or the alteration or conversion of a building for 
use as a tenement house, is commenced, the owner, or his 
agent or architect, shall submit to the department charged 
with the enforcement of this act — 

A detailed statement in writing, verified by the person 
making the same, of the specifications for the construc- 
tion and for the light and ventilation of such tenement 
house or building, upon a blank or form to be furnished 
by such department. 

And also a full and complete copy of the plans of sudh 
work. 

Such statement shall give in full the name and resi- 
dence, by street and number, of the owner or owners of 
such tenement house or building. 

If such construction, alteration, or conversion, is pro- 
posed to be made by any other person than the owner of 
the land in fee, such statement shall contain the full name 
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and residence, by street and number, not only of the 
owner of the land, bat of every person interested in such 
tenement house, either as owner, lessee or in any repre- 
sentative capacity. 

The statements herein provided for may be made by 
the owner, or the person who proposes to make the ccHi- 
struction, alteration or conversion, or by his agent or 
architect* 

Xo person, however, shall be recognized as the agent 
of the owner, tmless he shall file with the said department 
a written instrument, signed by such owner, designating 
him as such agent. 

Such specifications, plans and statements shall be fikd 
in the said department and shall be deemed public records, 
but no such specifications, plans or statements shall be 
removed from said department. 
j#pf«vaiac The said department shall cause all such plans and 

specifications to be examined. If such plans and specifi- 
cations conform to the provisions of this act and to the 
building ordinances and regulations, they shall be ap- 
proved by such department, and a written certificate to 
that eflFect shall be issued to the person submitting the 
same. 

The department may, from time to time, ^prove 
changes in any plans and specifications previously zp- 
proved by it, provided the plans and specifications when 
so changed shall be in conformity with law. 
Work not to The construction, alteration or conversion of such tene- 

ment house or building, or any part thereof, shall not be 
commenced until the filing of such specifications, plans 
and statements, and the approval thereof, as above pro- 
vided. 

SECTION 122. 

(LawB of 1901, ChAp. 394.) 
(^RTIFICATB OF COMPI«IAHCB. 

No building hereafter constructed as or altered into a 
tenement house shall be occupied in whole or in part for 
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human habitation until the issuance of a certificate by the 
department aforesaid that said building conforms in all 
respects to the requirements of this act. 

Such certificate shall be issued within ten days after 
written application therefor, if said building at the date of 
such application shall be entitled thereto. 
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SECTION 123. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
UNUL-WFUI^ OCCUPATIOH. 

If any building hereafter constructed as or altered into 
a tenement house be occupied in whole or in part for 
human habitation in violation of the last section, 

During such unlawful occupation any bond or note 
secured by a mortgage upon said building, or the lot 
upon which it stands, may be declared due at the option 
of the mortgagee. 

No rent shall be recoverable by the owner or lessee of 
such premises for said period, and no action or special 
proceeding shall be maintained therefor, or for posses- 
sion of said premises for non-payment of such rent. 

The department of water supply shall not permit water 
to be furnished in any such tenement house. 

And said premises shall be deemed unfit for human 
habitation, 

And the department of health shall cause them to be 
vacated accordingly. 
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SECTION 124. 

(Laws of 1901, Cbap. 334.) 
BHFORCBaOBlfT. 

Except as herein otherwise provided, the provisions of ®y 4«p*rt- 
this act shall be enforced by the department of any city 
to which this act applies, which is now charged with the 
enforcement of laws, ordinances and regulations relating 
to similar subject matter in tenement houses. 
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SECTION 125. 



POWOTB of 
te^AltllMlltS. 



(L&W8 Of 1901, Chap. S3i.) 
VIOI«ATIOHS. 

Nothing in this act shall be construed to abrogate or 
impair the powers of the department of health, the de- 
partment of building^, or of the cotirts, to enforce any 
provisions of the ch^ter or building ordinances and regu- 
lations, not inconsistent with this act, or to prevent or 
punish violations thereof. 
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SECTION 12& 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 834.) 
PBHAI^rmS FOR TIOLATIOHS. 

Every person who shall violate or assist in the violation 
of any provision of this act shall be guilty of — 

A misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for ten 
days for each and every day that such violation shall 
continue, 

Or by a fine of not less than ten dollars nor more than 
one hundred dollars if the offence be not wilful. 

Or of two hundred and fifty dollars if the offence be 
wilful. 

And in every case of ten dollars for each day after the 
first that such violation shall continue. 

Or by both such fine and imprisonment in the discre- 
tion of the court; 

Provided, that the punishment for a violation of section 
one hundred and thirty-one of this act shall be a fine of 
fifty dollars; 

And provided further, that the penalty for encumbrance 
of a fire escape by an occupant of the tenement house 
shall be a fine of ten dollars, which the nearest police 
magistrate shall have jurisdiction to impose. 
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SECTION 127. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 384.) 

ORDIHAMOIUI 



OF BUIIJ>Ilf« UkWS, ORDIHAMOIUI AHD 
RBGUULTIOHS. 

Any owner, agent, architect, builder, contractor, sub- 
contractor, or foreman who shall, in the construction or 
alteration of goy building intended to be used as a tene- 
ment house, knowingly violate any of the provisions of 
the building laws, ordinances or regulations shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

SECTION 128. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 



Except as herein otherwise specified, the procedure for 
the prevention of violations of this act, or for the vacation 
of premises unlawfully occupied, or for other abatement 
of nuisance in connection with a tenement house, shall be 
as set forth in charter and ordinances. 

SECTION 129. 

(Laws of 1901, Ohap. 334.) 
lilBMS. 

Every fine imposed by judgment under section one 
hundred and twenty-six of this act upon a tenement house 
owner shall be a lien upon the house in relation to which 
the fine is imposed from the time of the filing of a certified 
copy of said judgment in the office of the clerk of the 
county in which said tenement house is situated, subject 
only to taxes, assessments and water rates and to such 
mortgage and mechanics' liens as may exist thereon prior 
to such filing; 

And it shall be the duty of the department of health 
upon the entry of said judgment to forthwith file the copy 
as aforesaid, and such copy, upon such filing, shall be 
forthwith indexed by the clerk in the index of mechanics' 
liens. 
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TITLE II. 
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REGISTRY OF NAMES AND SERVICE OF 

PAPERS. 

SECTION 131. 

(lAWB of 1901« ChAp. 334.) 
wuDBiarrmY of o^ 



Every owner of a tenement house and every lessee of 
the whole house, or other person having contrcd of a 
tenement house, shall file in the department of health a 
notice containing — 

His name and address, and also a description of the 
property, by street nmnber or otherwise, as the case may 
be, in such manner as will enable the department of health 
easily to find the same; 

And also the number of apartments in each house, the 
number of rooms in each apartment, the ntunber of izxnr 
ilies occupying the ^>artments, and the trades or occupa- 
tions carried on therein. 

In case of a transfer of any tenement house, it shall be 
the duty of the grantor or grantee of said tenement house 
to file in the department of health a notice of such transfer, 
stating the name of the new owner, within thirty days 
after such transfer. 

In case of the devolution of said property by will, it 
shall be the duty of the executor and the devisee, if more 
than twenty-one years of age, and in case of the devolu- 
tion of such property by inheritance without a will, it 
shall be the duty of the heirs, or in case all of the heirs 
are tmder age, it shall be the duty of the guardians of such 
heirs, and in case said heirs have no guardians, it shall be 
the duty of the administrator of the deceased owner o! 
said property to file in said department a notice, stating 
the death of the deceased owner, and the names of those 
who have succeeded to his interest in said prc^erty, within 
thirty days after the death of the decedent, in case he died 
intestate, and within thirty days after the probate of his 
will, if he died testate. 
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SECTION 132. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
RBGISTRY OF AGBliT»8 NAME!. 

Every owner, agent, or lessee of a tenement house may 
file in the department of health a notice containing the 
name and address of an agent of such house, for the pur- 
pose of receiving service of process, and also a descrip- 
tion of the property by street number or otherwise, as the 
case may be, in such manner as will enable the depart- 
ment of health easily to find the same. The name of the 
owner or lessee may be filed as agent for this purpose. 

SECTION 133. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
8BRVICB OF NOTICBS AlVD ORDBRS. 

Every notice or order in relation to a tenement house 
shall be served five days before the time for doing the 
thing in relation to which it shall have been issued. 

The posting of a copy of such notice or order in a con- 
spicuous place in the tenement house, together with the 
mailing of a copy thereof, on the same day that it is 
posted, to each person, if any, whose name has been filed 
with the department of health in accordance with the 
provisions of sections one hundred and thirty-one and 
one hundred and thirty-two of this act, at his address as 
therewith filed, shall be sufficient service thereof. 

SECTION 134. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
8BRVICB OF SUMMOlf 8. 

In any action brought by any city department in rela- 
tion to a tenement house for injunction, vacation of the 
premises, or other abatement of nuisance, or to establish 
a lien thereon, it shall be sufficient service of the summons 
to serve the same as notices and orders are served under 
the provisions of the last section; 

Provided, that if the address of any agent whose name 
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and address have been filed in accordance with the pro- 
visions of section one hundred and thirty-two of this act 
is in the city in which the tenement hoose is sitnated, then 
a copy of the summons shall also be delivered at such 
address to a person of proper age, if upon reasonable 
supplication admittance can be obtained and such person 
found; 

And provided also, that personal service of the sum- 
mons upon the owner of such tenement house shall be 
sufficient service thereof upon him. 
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SECTION 135. 

(LftWB of 1901. Cbiii. 334.) 



The names and addresses filed in accordance with sec- 
tions one hundred and thirty-one and one hundred and 
thirty-two shall be indexed under direction of the r^;is- 
trar of records of the department of health, in such a 
manner that all of those filed in relation to each tenement 
house shall be together, and readily ascertainable. 

The board of health shall provide the registrar with the 
necessary books and clerical assistance for that purpose, 
and the expense thereof shall be paid by the city. 

Said indexes shall be public records, open to public in- 
spection during business hours. 



TITLE III. 
PROSTITUTION IN TENEMENT HOUSES. 
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SECTION 141. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
VAGRANCY. 

A woman who knowingly resides in or commits pros- 
titution in a house of prostitution or assignation of any 
description in a tenement house or solicits any man or 
boy to enter therein for purposes of prostitution shall be 
deemed a vagrant, 
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And upon conviction thereof shall be committed to a 
county jail for a term not exceeding six months from the 
date of commitment. 

The procedure in such case shall be the same as that 
provided by law for other cases of vagrancy. 
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SECTION 142L 

(Laws of 1001. Cliap. 334.) 

A tenement house shall be subject to a penalty of one 
thousand dollars, 

If it or any part of it shall be used for the purpose of 
a house of prostitution or assignation of any description, 
with the permission of the owner thereof, or his agent. 

And said penalty shall be a lien upon the house and the 
lot upon which the house is situated. 
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SECTION 143. 

(Laws of 1001, Cbap. 334.) 
PBBMIMIOH OF I«B18SBB. 

If a tenement house, or any part thereof, shall be used 
for the purpose of a house of prostitution or assignation 
of any description with the permission of the lessee of the 
whole of said tenement house, or his agent. 

The lease shall be terminable at the election of the 
lessor. 

And the owner shall be entitled to recover possession 
of said tenement house by summary proceedings in the 
manner provided by title two of chapter seventeen of the 
code of civil procedure. 
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SECTION 144. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
PfiSRinsSION OF O^WNBR. 

A tenement house shall be deemed to have been used 
for the purpose specified in the last two sections with the 
permission of the owner and lessee thereof — 
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If summary proceedings for the remaval of the tenants 
of said tenement house or of so much thereof as is un- 
lawfully used, shall not- have been commenced within five 
days after notice of such unlawful use, served by the 
department of health in the manner prescribed by law for 
the service of notices and orders in relation to tenement 
houses. 

SECTION 145. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
RULBS OF BVIDBHCB. 

In a prosecution against an owner or agent of a tene- 
ment house under section three hundred and twenty-two 

of the penal code, or in an action to establish a lien under 

section one hundred and forty-two of this act, 

The general reputation of the premises in the neighbor- 
hood shall be competent evidence, but shall not be suffi- 
cient to support a judgment without corroborative evi- 
dence. 

And it shall be presumed that their use was with the 
permission of the owner and lessee ; provided, that such 
presumption may be rebutted by evidence. 

SECTION 146. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
TITXB OF ACTION AJiU FA&TISS. 

Said action shall be brought against the tenement house 
as defendant. 

Said house may be described in the title of the action by 
its street number, or in any other method sufficiently 
precise to secure identification. 

The property shall be described in the complaint. 

The plaintiff, except as hereinafter provided, shall be 
the department of health. 

In case any taxpayer of any city to which this act ap- 
plies, shall request such department in writing to insti- 
tute an action under this title ag^nst any tenement house 
specified in such request, and such department shall not 
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institute such action within ten days after receiving such 
request, then any taxpayer of said city may institute and 
maintain such action against such tenement house in his 
own name, and in such case the court may in its discre- 
tion require security for costs. 
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SECTION 147. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
JVRISDICTIOlf AND PROCBDURB. 

Said action shall be brought in the supreme court in 
the county in which the property is situated. 

At or before the commencement of the action the com- 
plaint shall be filed in the ofHce of the clerk of the county, 
together with a notice of the pendency of the action, con- 
taining the names of the parties, the object of the action 
and a brief description of the property affected thereby. 
Said notice shall be immediately recorded by the clerk 
in accordance with the provisions of section sixteen hun- 
dred and seventy-two of the code of civil procedure. 

The owner or lessee of said building, or both, may ap- 
pear in said action and answer or demur to the complaint 
and the subsequent proceedings in the action shall be the 
same as in other actions brought to establish a lien or 
encumbrance upon real property, and the action shall be 
entitled to a preference in the trial or hearing thereof. 
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SECTION 148. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
JVDGMBlfT. 

The judgment in such action, if in favor of the plaintiff, 
shall establish the penalty sued for as a lien upon said 
premises, subject only to taxes, assessments and water 
rates, and to such mortgage and mechanics' liens as may 
exist thereon prior to the filing of the notice of pendency 
of the action. 



Lien on 
premises. 



62 



AppUestiOB 
to MIL 



PiU»lle 
•aetioo. 



DMd to 
pnrcbaaor. 

fliitoo oC 
pnciloci 



SECnON 149. 

OMwm of 19QL Cbiji. 3M.) 
SAUB or PmOPBBTT. 

At any time after the entry of any judgment establish- 
ing a lien upon tenement property the department of 
health, if there be no stay pending appeal, may apply to 
the court for leave to sell such property. 

Upon such application the court, if it deem advisable, 
may order such property to be sold at public auction, 
subject to taxes, assessments and water rates and to such 
mortgage and mechanics' liens as aforesaid. 

The deed to the purchaser shall be made by the depart- 
ment of health. 

The justices of the appellate division of the supreme 
court of any judicial department may establish rules of 
practice, which shall be followed by such department of 
health in the conduct of said sales in said department. 
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SECTION isa 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
RBCBIVBR8HIP. 

Whenever the lien or liens upon a tenement property, 
established by judgment, shall amount to one thousand 
dollars or over, if there be no stay pending appeal, the 
department of health shall appoint* a receiver of the rents 
and profits of said property. 

Said receiver shall give security for the performance of 
his duties in the manner and form fixed by said depart- 
ment. 

He shall have the powers and duties of a receiver of 
rents and profits of real estate appointed by the supreme 
court; provided, that the corporation counsel shall act as 
his counsel and that he shall not be allowed any expendi- 
ture for counsel fees, and provided, that his commissions 
shall be ten per centum of his collections, which sum 
shall be full compensation for his services and those of any 
agent or agents whom he may employ. 
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Said receivership shall continue ttntil the amount of 
said liens, with interest thereon at the rate of six per 
centum, and of said commissions, have been fully paid; 

Provided, that nothing in this section shall be con- 
strued to prevent any prior lienor from applying to the 
court in a proper case for a receiver of the property. 
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SECTION 151. 

(lAWB Of 1901, Chap. 334.) 

CAHCBLULTIOH OF HOTIOIS OF FBHDBNCT OF THB 

ACnOH. 

If an action to establish a lien upon tenement property 
terminate otherwise than in a judgment establishing such 
a lien, or if said judgment be fully paid, said notice may 
be cancelled in the manner prescribed by section one 
thousand six hundred and seventy-four of the code of 
civil procedure. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
GENERAL PROVISIONS. 



SECTION 161. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 



All Statutes of the state and ordinances of the city so 
far as inconsistent with the provisions of this act are 
hereby repealed; 

Provided, that nothing in this act contained shall be 
construed as repealing or abrogating any present law or 
ordinance in any city of the first class, further restricting 
or prohibiting the occupation of cellars, or increasing the 
amount of air space to each individual occupying a room, 
or as prohibiting any future ordinance in respect thereto. 
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SECTION 162. 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 334.) 
BVnjDIHG RBOUI«ATIOH8. 

Except as herein otherwise specified, every tenement 
house shall be constructed and maintained in conformity 
with the existing law, 

But no ordinance, regulation or ruling of any munici- 
pal authority shall modify or dispense with any provision 
of this act. 

SECTION 163. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
PBHAIiTIBS. 

All penalties collected under this act shall be paid into 
the city treasury. 
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SECTION 164. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
TIMB FOR COBIPIXAirCll. 

All alterations hereby required upon now existing tene- 
ment houses shall be made within one year from the time 
when this act shall take effect, [That is, on or before 
April 12, 1902.] 

Or at such earlier period as may be fixed by the de- 
partments charged with the enforcement of this act. 



SECTION 165. 

(Laws of 1901. Chap. 334.) 
-WHBN TO TAKB BFFXICT. 

This act shall take effect immediately ; [That is, April 
12, 1901.] 

Provided, that sections one hundred and thirty-four and 
one hundred and forty-four shall not take effect until 
three months after the passage thereof. [That is, July 12, 
1901.] 



6s 

(Laws of 1901, Chap. 555.) 

§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately. [That is, 
April 25, 1901.] 



(Laws of 1902. Chap. 352.) 

§»S2. This act shall take effect immediately. [That is, 
April 3, 1902.] 

THE GREATER NEW YORK CHARTER, 

Chapter 466, Laws of 1901, went into effect January 

I, 1902. 



n. 



The Tenement House Department 
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The Greater New York Charter 

CHAPTER 466, LAWS OP 1901. 

WENT INTO BPPBCT 

JANUARY 1, 1902. 



PROVISIONS RELATING TO 

THE TENEMENT HOUSE DEPARTMENT 



An Act 

To amend the Greater New York Charter, chapter three 
hundred and seventy-eight of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and ninety-seven, entitled "An Act to unite 
into one municipality under the corporate name of 
the City of New York, the various communities 
lying in and about New York harbor, including the 
city and county of New York, the City of Brook- 
lyn and the county of Kings, the county of Rich- 
mond and part of the county of Queens, and to pro- 
vide for the government thereof." 

BECAME A LAW APRIL 22. 1901. 

The People of the State of New York, represented in 
Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows : 

CHAPTER XIXa. 

TENEMENT HOUSE DEPARTMENT. 

Title I. Organization of department; officers and em- 
ployes. 

2. Powers and duties of department. 

3. Records and reports; miscellaneous provisions. 



76 



TITLE I. 



ORGANIZATION OF DEPARTMENT; BU- 
REAUS ; OFFICERS AND EMPLOYES. 



Head of 
departintDt. 

Term, six 
years. 



Salary. 



SECTION 1326. 

DIfiPARTMBNT CRBATBD| TBHBMBNT HOU8B COMMU* 

SIONBIi. 

The head of the tenement house department shall be 
called the tenement house commissioner. 

He shall be appointed by the mayor, and shall hold 
oiSce as provided in chapter four of this act. 

His salary shall be seven thousand five hundred dollars 
a year. 



Deputlee. 



First deputy, 
powers of. 



Second 
deputy, 
powers of. 



Salaries of 
deputies. 



SECTION 1327. 

DBPUTY COMMI88I01VB11. 

The commissioner shall have power to appoint and in 
his discretion to remove not more than two deputies, to 
be known as first deputy, and second deputy, and shall 
define their duties. 

The first deputy shall during the absence or disability of 
the commissioner possess all the powers and perform 
all the duties of the commissioner except the power of 
making appointments. 

In the absence or disability of both the commissioner 
and the first deputy, the second deputy shall possess all 
the powers and perform all the duties of the commissioner, 
except the power of making appointments. 

The salaries of such deputies shall be four thousand 
dollars a year each. 
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SECTION 1328. 

lIURBAUSi DinSIOlfS OF DBPARTMBNT FOR BBOOKIiYH, 

dUBBNS AND RICHMOHD. 

There shall be in the tenement house department — 
(i) A new building bureau ; 

(2) An inspection bureau; 

(3) A bureau of records; 

And such other bureaus as the commissioner may deem 
necessary. 

A separate division of the department may be estab- 
lished in the borough of Brooklyn, with jurisdiction over 
tenement houses in the borough of Brooklyn, and also in 
the discretion of the commissioner over tenement houses 
in the boroughs of Queens or Richmond, or both. 

The commissioner may designate the deputy commis- 
sioner or some other officer of the department as the ex- 
ecutive head of such division, who shall perform such 
duties and possess such powers as may be delegated to 
him by the commissioner. 

A branch of each of the bureaus above specified may 
be established in such division. 



Brooklyn. 

Queens. 

Richmond. 



Head of 
dirliloni. 



Branch. 



SECTION 1329. 



OFFICBR8 AlfD BMPIiOYBS. 

The tenement house commissioner, within the limits of 
his appropriation, shall have the power to appoint and re- 
move, subject to the requirements of the civil service laws, 
such subordinate officers, assistants and employes as may 
be necessary for the efficient performance of his duties 
as said commissioner. 

In the new building bureau there shall be not less than 
three plan examiners and not less than sixteen inspectors 
of light and ventilation. 

In the inspection bureau there shall be not less than 
one hundred and ninety inspectors, including such per- 
sons as may be detailed by the police commissioner for 
service in the tenement house department. The commis- 



AppointmenU 
and re- 
moTAls. 



Bzamlners. 
Inspectors. 

Inspectors, 
Policemen. 



ei&gkM, tie. 



Cootrol 

«l4 dlltlM. 



KtgalalioikM. 



78 

sioner shall appoint a chief inspector and deputy chief 
inspector over such bureau. 

In the other bureaus there shall be such registrars, 
clerks and employes as are necessary to perform the 
duties thereof. 

All such officers and employes shall be subject to the 
supervision and control of the commissioner, and shall 
perform such duties as are assigned by him. 

Such commissioner may make r^^ations governing 
each such bureau, and branch thereof, not inconsistent 
with law. 



SECTION 133a 



DUTIB8 OF BVRBAUt. 



For llffbt 
and T«iitll*- 
tkm. 



lD«P«CtiOD. 



Bartau of 
inspection. 



Duties. 



Bureau of 
records. 



Other 
bureaus. 



The new building bureau shall file, record and examine 
plans and specifications for the light and ventilation of 
tenement houses hereafter altered or erected, and of 
buildings to be altered or reconstructed for use as tene- 
ment houses. It shall inspect all such houses and build- 
ings in the course of construction or alteration, and record 
all violations of the tenement house act in respect 
thereto. 

The inspection bureau shall inspect all completed tene- 
ment houses, and record all violations of the tenement 
house laws and ordinances. The commissioner shall pre- 
scribe the duties of the inspectors connected with such 
bureau, and may assign them to such part of the city as 
he may deem best. 

The bureau of records shall contain records of every 
tenement house in the city, to be kept in the manner and 
form prescribed by the commissioner. 

Such other bureaus as may be organized by the com- 
missioner shall perform the duties prescribed by him, and 
he may assign thereto such employes as may be neces- 
sary. 
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SECTION 1331. 

OFFICBS AND BXPBNSBfl. 

The commissioner may provide offices for the use of 
the department, its bureaus and the branches thereof. 

Such commissioner may, subject to the other provisions 
of this act, make such incidental and additional expendi- 
tures, having due regard to economy, as the purposes 
and provisions of this chapter may require. 

He may provide that the failure of an inspector, officer 
or employe of the department to properly perform his 
duty shall cause a forfeiture of the whole or any part of 
the salary or compensation of such inspector, officer or 
employe. 

SECTION 1332. 

The commissioner may design and adopt a seal for 
the department, and cause the same to be used in the 
authentication of the orders and proceedings of the de- 
partment, and for such other purposes as he may pre- 
scribe. 

The courts shall take judicial notice of such seal, and 
of the signature of the commissioner and deputy com- 
missioner of such department. 

SECTION 1333. 

ANNUAL RBPORT. 

The commissioner shall make an annual report at some 
time prior to the first day of March of each year to the 
mayor of the city of New York of all operations of his 
department for the year ending on the preceding thirty- 
first day of December. 

Such report shall, if ordered by the mayor, be published 
in the City Record, and shall also be published in book 
form for public information. 

The mayor may, at any time, call for a fuller report, or 
for a report upon any portion of the work of said depart- 
ment, whenever he deems it for the public good so to do. 



Offices. 



Expenses. 



Forfeiture 
of salary. 



For use of 
department. 



Seal and 
signatures. 



To the 
mayor. 



To be 
published. 



Other 
reports. 



SECTKM 133C 




The comrnwaoncr aaj provide ior the pobfickj of the 
pspcrs, fikSy reports, records and the procccffings of his 
dg piftfnmt, vheoercr tMt ^f^*"*** it 
fie good and pab&c 



There shall be k^ic m such dcpanment sramrirs of all 
renemeiit booses, which shall be t-rmtt^in^^ in the anmBl 
report oc soch depdiLLucm. 



SECTION 1335. 

The oommissioncr ma j provide or des^psate a suitable 
mixfonn to be worn bj inqiectors. 

He maj also proride a badge of metal, widi a ^mtahl^ 
inscripcioo thereoo, and require it to be worn br the in- 
spectors and officers ot the department. 

SECTION 1336L 

•■m ow nanKrr 

Each of soch inspectors shall report in writing; at least 
once in each week^ to the commissioper. The form, man- 
ner and scope of soch repeats shall be prescribed bj the 
T»k«fto<. commissioner. Soch reports shall be filed in the depart- 
ment. 

SECTION 1337. 



TUd^oc Proofs, affidavits and examinations as to any matter 

arising in connection with the performance ol any of the 
daties of the tenement honse department may be taken by 
or before the tenement honse comrnissioner, or his dqmty, 
or snch other person as he may designate; 

T»a«Biai». And snch commissioner, depnty or other person may 

administer oaths in connection therewith. 
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SECTION 1338. 

COMPIiAIHT BOOK. 

The commissioner shall cause to be kept in his depart- 
ment a general complaint book, or several such books, 
in which may be entered by any person any complaint in 
leference to tenement houses, with the name and resi- 
dence of the complainant, the name of the person com- 
plained of, the date of the entry of the complaint and sug- 
gestions of any proper remedy. 

Such book shall be open to public examination during 
the office hours of the department, subject to the regu- 
lations as the commissioner may prescribe. 

The tenement house commissioner shall cause the facts 
in regard to all complaints to be investigated. 



Bntering 
oomplalnts. 



Public 
inspecUon. 



Inyestlgation. 



SECTION 1339. 



ATTORlfBYS. 



The corporation counsel shall assign to such depart- 
ment such assistant counsel as may be needful, in the 
manner provided by chapter seven of this act. 



Assistant 
oounsel. 



TITLE II. 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT. 



SECTION 1340. 

GBHBRAIi PO'WVSRS AlfD DUTIB8* 

All the rights and powers possessed by the health de- 
partment of the city of New York with respect to the 
sanitary inspection of tenement houses are hereby con- 
ferred upon the tenement house department; 

And the tenement house department is hereby charged 
with the duty of enforcing all the provisions of the tene- 
ment house act, except that sections eleven to twenty- 
eight, inclusive, and sections thirty-three, thirty-four, 
thirty-seven, thirty-eight and thirty-nine of said act shall 



SsnitaiT 
inspection. 



Bnforcement 
of act. 
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Boroagh 
bureaus of 
bulldlnsB. 

Taxpayers' 
requests, 
where 
presented. 



Not to impair 
health de- 
partment 
powers. 

Powers of 
tenement 
bouse de- 
partment 



As to Are 
escape in- 
cumbrances. 



As to llffbt 
and yentila- 
tlon. 



As to lire 
esci4>es. 



Filing. 



be enforced by the bureaus of buildings of their respective 
boroughs. 

The names of owners, lessees and agents, and persons 
having control of tenement houses shall be filed in, and 
the taxpayers' request for the institution of an action for 
a lien upon a tenement house shall be presented to the 
tenement house department instead of to the department 
of health. 

Nothing herein contained shall abrogate or impair the 
existing powers of the department of health of the city of 
New York. 

The tenement house department shall have the powers 
and shall perform the duties specified in this chapter. 

SECTION 1341. 

TKANSFKR OF POl^BRS OF OTHBR DBPARTMBNTS. 

Such rights, powers and duties as are now possessed by 
the fire department and police department of The Gty of 
New York with respect to the prevention of incumbrance 
or obstruction of fire escapes on tenement houses are 
hereby transferred to and conferred upon the tenement 
house department. 

All rights, powers and duties now possessed by the de- 
partment of buildings and the department of health of 
The City of New York with respect to the light and venti- 
lation of tenement houses, and with respect to the equip- 
ment of completed tenement houses with fire escapes, are 
transferred to and conferred upon the tenement house 
department. 

SECTION 1342. 

APPROVAL OF PI«A]f8 AND 8PBCIFICATION8 FOR UGRT 

AND VBNTIULTION. 

Before the construction or alteration of a tenement 
house, or the alteration or conversion of a building for use 
as a tenement house, is commenced, the owner, or his 
agent or architect. 

Shall submit to the tenement house department a de- 



83 



tailed statement in writing, verified by the person making 
the same, of the specifications for the light and ventila- 
tion of such tenement house or building, upon a blank 
or form to be furnished by such department, and also 

a full and complete copy of the plans of such work. 

Such statement shall give in full the name and resi- 
dence, by street and number, of the owner or owners of 
such tenement house or building. 

If such construction, alteration, or conversion, is pro- 
posed to be made by any other person than the owner of 
the land in fee, such statement shall contain the full name 
and residence, by street and number, not only of the 
owner of the land, but of every person interested in such 
tenement house, either as owner, lessee or in any rep- 
resentative capacity. 

The statements herein provided for may be made by the 
owner, or the person who proposes to make the con- 
struction, alteration or conversion, or by his agent or 
architect. 

No person, however, shall be recognized as the agent 
of the owner, unless he shall file with the tenement house 
department a written instrument, signed by such owner, 
designating him as such agent. 

Such specifications, plans and statements, shall be filed 
in the ofSce of the tenement house department and shall 
be deemed public records, but no such specifications, 
plans or statements shall be removed from said depart- 
ment. 

The commissioner shall cause all such plans and speci- 
fications to be examined. If such plans and specifications 
conform to the provisions of the tenement house act, they 
shall be approved by such commissioner, and a written 
certificate to that effect shall be issued to the person sub- 
mitting the same. 

The commissioner may, from time to time, approve 
changes in any plans and specifications previously ap- 
proved by him, provided the plans and specifications when 
so changed shall be in conformity with law. 

The construction, alteration or conversion of such tene- 
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ment house or building, or any part thereof, shall not be 
commenced until the filing of such specifications, plans 
and statements, and the approval thereof by the tenement 
house commissioner, as above provided. 

No permit shall be granted and no plan approved by 
the bureau of buildings of any borough of the city of New 
York for the construction or alteration of a tenement 
house, or for the alteration or conversion of any build- 
ing for use as a tenement house, until there has been filed 
in such bureau of buildings a certificate of the tenement 
house commissioner, issued as above provided. 

SECTION 1343. 

IN8PB2CTION OF TBlVSUIBlfT HOUSBS IN COURSB2 OF CON- 

STRUCTION. 

The commissioner shall cause an inspection and ex- 
amination to be made of all tenement houses in the course 
of construction or alteration, and also of all buildings in 
course of alteration or conversion for use as tenement 
houses, for the purpose of ascertaining whether such tene- 
ment houses or buildings are being constructed, altered 
and converted in conformity with the law, and the plans 
and specifications on file in the office of the department, 
and approved by the commissioner. 

SECTION 1344. 

UlfiHTlFICATB TO OHVlfBR OF TBBnEBMBNT HOUSES HBRB- 
AFTBR BRBCTBD OR AliTBRBD. 

No building hereafter constructed as or altered into a 
tenement house shall be occupied in whole or in part 
for human habitation, until the issuance of a certificate by 
the tenement house commissioner that said building con- 
forms in all respects to the provisions of the tenement 
house act not excepted in section thirteen hundred and 
forty of this act; and of a certificate by the superintendent 
of buildings of the borough in which the building is 
situated that the building conforms in all respects to the 
requirements of said excepted sections. 
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Such certificates shall be issued within ten days after 
written application therefore, if said building at the date 
of such application shall be entitled thereto. 

If any building hereafter constructed as or altered into 
a tenement house be occupied in whole or in part for 
human habitation without such certificates, during such 
unlawful occupation any bond or note secured by a mort- 
gage upon said building, or the lot upon which it stands, 
may be declared due at the option of the mortgagee. 

No rent shall be recoverable by the owner or lessee of 
such premises for said period, and no action or special 
proceeding shall be maintained therefor, or for possession 
of said premises for non-payment of such rent 

The department of water supply shall not permit water 
to be furnished in any such tenement house. 

And said premises shall be deemed unfit for human 
habitation, 

And the tenement house commissioner shall cause 
them to be vacated accordingly. 
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SECTION 1344a. 

INSPBCTION OF COMPIiBTBD TBNBMBNT HOUSBfl. 

Except as hereinafter otherwise provided, the tene- 
ment house commissioner shall cause an inspection of 
every completed tenement house in the city to be made 
at least once in each month. 

Such inspection shall include examination of cellars, 
halls, water-closets, privies, plumbing, yards, areas, fire 
escapes, roofs, shafts, courts, tanks and all other parts of 
such tenement houses and premises connected there- 
with. 

In tenement houses where the average rental of the 
apartments therein is twenty-five dollars a month or 
more, such inspection may be made less often than once 
a month, as above provided, in the discretion of the 
tenement house commissioner. 

The tenement house commissioner shall prescribe the 
manner in which such inspection shall be made. 
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The inspectors shall immediately report to the tenement 
house department all yiolations of the tenement house act, 
and the tenement house commissioner shall issue such 
orders as he may deem necessary requiring the removal 
of the defect of the cessation of the act which is in vio- 
lation of such law. 
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SECTION 1344b. 

IHJUlKTriOllBy 'WHKll TO BB GRAHTHD AGAIV8T THB 



No preliminary injunction shall be granted against the 
tenement house department or its ofl&cers except by the 
supreme court, at a special term thereof, after service of 
at least five days' notice of the motion for such injunction, 
together with copies of the papers upon which the motion 
for such injunction is to be made. 

Wherever such department shall seek any provisional 
remedy or shall prosecute an appeal, it shall not be neces- 
sary, before obtaining or prosecuting the same, to give an 
undertaking. 
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SECTION 1344c 

POTVBR OFATTORinDT FOR THB DBPARTIUOIIT. 

The counsel assigned by the corporation counsel to the 
tenement house department shall sue for and collect all 
penalties, and take charge of and conduct all legal pro- 
ceedings imposed or provided by this chapter, or by the 
tenement house act, and all other tenement house laws, 
regulations and ordinances. 

All suits or proceedings instituted for the enforcement 
of the several provisions of this chapter, or for the re- 
covery of penalties imposed by the tenement house act, 
shall be brought in the name of the tenement house de- 
partment of The City of New York, by such counsel. 

He shall on the first of each month render to the com- 
missioner an itemized statement of all moneys collected 
by him, and pay over the same to the tenement house 
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commissioner. He shall at the same time render a 
statement of the necessary disbursements incurred or 
paid in the prosecution of the actions and proceedings 
instituted by him. 

The tenement house commissioner shall pay monthly 
the amotmt of such moneys so collected to the comptroller 
of The City of New York. 
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SECTION 1344d. 

NO PBRSOlfAIi UABIUTT. 

An officer or employe of the tenement house depart- 
ment shall not be liable for acts done by him, in good 
faith, in the performance of his official duties, pursuant to 
the direction of the commissioner or the rules and regu- 
lations of the department. 

Any person whose property has been unjustly or il- 
legally destroyed or injured pursuant to the order, regu- 
lation or ordinance of such tenement house depart- 
ment, or its officers or employes, for which no personal 
liability exists as aforesaid, may maintain a proper ac- 
tion against the city for the recovery of the proper 
compensation or damage. 

Every such suit shall be brought within six months 
after the cause of action arose, and the recovery shall be 
limited to the damages suffered. 
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SECTION 1344e. 

RIGHT OF BNTRY OF OFFICBR8 OF DB2PARTMEI1IT. 

The tenement house commissioner and his deputies and 
all inspectors of the tenement house department, and such 
other persons as are authorized by the commissioner, may 
without fee or hindrance enter, examine and survey all 
premises, grounds, erections, structures, apartments, 
buildings and every part thereof in the city, and all cel- 
lars and passages of every sort, and inspect the safety 
and sanitary condition, and make plans, drawings and 
descriptions thereof, according to the regulations of the 
department. 



Bxamino 
premlflM. 



Descrip- 
tions. 



AccMs to be 
accorded. 



8» 

The owner or his agent or representative and the lessee 
or occupant of every tenement house or part thereof, and 
every person having the care and management thereof, 
shall at all times, when required by any of such officers or 
persons, give them free access to such house and every 
part thereof. 
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SECTION 1344f. 

FUNUHMBNT FOS FAJL8B BdBTUlUfS AHD DBCBPTITB 

RBPORT8. 

An inspector, officer or employe of such tenement 
house department who shall knowingly make thereto a 
false or deceptive report or statement in connection with 
his duties, or shall accept or receive any bribe or other 
compensation as a condition of or an inducement for not 
faithfully discovering or fully reporting or otherwise act- 
ing in accordance with his duty in any respect, or shall 
accept or receive any gratuity from any person whose 
interests may be affected by his official action, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and punishable by imprison- 
ment for not more than one year and by a fine of not 
more than five hundred dollars. 

If such officer, inspector or employe be convicted of 
such offense, he shall forfeit his office, and in addition all 
compensation due or to become due from such depart- 
ment. 
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SECTION 1344g. 

PAUSBIiT PlBRSOlfATIIie AH OPFICSn. 

If any person, not an officer, inspector or employe of 
such department, or acting under the authority thereof, 
falsely represents himself as such, or if any such person 
shall use, wear or display, without authority, any shield 
or other insignia or emblem such as is worn by such an 
officer, inspector or employe, he shall be gfuilty of a misde- 
meanor. 
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SECTION 1344h. 

APPLICATION OP PROVISIONS OF CHAPTBR NIHnEBTBSSN. 

The provisions of chapter nineteen of this charter, 
relative to the department of health, which provides: 

1. For the repair of buildings, as contained in section 
eleven hundred and seventy-one of such chapter. 

2. For proceedings relative to dangerous and im- 
properly constructed buildings, as contained in section 
eleven hundred and seventy-six thereof. 

3. For assistance and co-operation of the police depart- 
ment, as contained in section twelve hundred and two 
thereof. 

4. Punishment for violations of orders and the service 
of such orders, as contained in sections twelve hundred 
and twenty-two and twelve hundred and twenty-four 
thereof. 

5. For legal proceedings and punishment for dis- 
obedience of orders and ordinances, as contained in title 
four thereof. 

6. For reimbursements and lien of expenses incurred 
by such department in the execution of its orders as con- 
tained in title five thereof. 

7. For suits for the abatement or removal of nuisances, 
and for proceedings, and the powers and duties of such 
department in respect to such nuisances, as contained in 
title six thereof; and the definition of the word "nuisance" 
and other matters in respect thereto, as contained in sec- 
tions twelve hundred and twenty-nine, twelve hundred 
and ninety-nine and thirteen hundred thereof — 

Shall apply to the supervision and regulation of tene- 
ment houses by the tenement house department, its of- 
ficers, agents and employes, unless otherwise specified 
in, or inconsistent with, the provisions of this chapter. 

All the provisions of the sections and titles above 
specified shall be so applicable to such tenement house 
department, its officers, agents and employes. 
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SECTION 1344i. 

RECORDS OF DBPARTMRNT. 

The tenement house commissioner shall provide a 
system for keeping the records of tenement houses by 
card catalogue and street number, or otherwise. Such 
records shall include : 

1. A diagram of each tenement house, showing the 
shape of the building, its width and depth, also the meas- 
urements of the unoccupied area, showing shafts, courts, 
yards and other open spaces. 

Such diagram shall include a diagram of the second or 
typical floor of the building, showing the sizes and ar- 
rangement of the rooms, and all doors, stairs, windows, 
halls and partitions. 

2. A statement of the date or the approximate date 
when the building was erected. 

3. The deaths occurring in the tenement house during 
each year and the annual death rate therein. 

Such statement shall show whether such deaths were of 
adults or children, and, if occasioned by tuberculosis, 
typhoid fever, diphtheria, scarlet fever, smallpox, measles, 
or by other contagious or infectious disease, it shall state 
the disease causing death. 

4. The cases of sickness occurring in the tenement 
house and the nature of the disease. 

Such record shall also show whether such cases of sick- 
ness were of children or adults. 

5. The arrest of persons residing in the tenement house. 
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SECTION 1344J. 

UlfiPORTS FROM DIFFBRBNT IlfSinUTIONS AND DB- 

FARTMBNTS. 

All dispensaries and hospitals in The City of New York 
shall make weekly statements to the tenement house de- 
partment as to the cases of sickness received in such hos- 
pital or treated in such dispensary from each tenement 
house. 

Such statement shall show the location of the tenement 
house, by street and number, from which the case was re- 
ceived, and the nature of the sickness treated, whether the 
patient was an adult or child and the date of the treat- 
ment. 

The police department of The City of New York shall 
furnish to the tenement house department a weekly 
statement of the number of arrests of persons living in 
tenement houses, which shall show the location of the 
tenement house, by street and number, the offense with 
which the person is charged, the age and name of the 
offender, and such other information as the tenement 
house department may require. 

The tenement house commissioner shall prescribe and 
furnish blank forms for making such statements. 
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SECTION 1344k. 



OTHBR RBPORTS TO THB DE2PARTMB1IT. 

Such department may require reports and information 
of such facts relative to the condition of persons residing 
in tenement houses, as the commissioner may deem to be 
useful in carrying out the purposes of this chapter and 
the tenement house laws, regulations and ordinances, 
from all dispensaries, hospitals, charitable or benevolent 
societies, infirmaries, prisons and schools, and from the 
managers, principals and officers thereof; the managers, 
principals and officers of such institutions shall promptly 
give such information and make such reports, verbal or 
in writing, as may be required by the commissioner. 
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SECTION 1344L 



or PBO 



Upon the organization of the tenement house depart- 
ment hereby created, and upon notice thereof from the 
tenement house commissioner to the department of health 
and department of buildings,suchbooks,paperSyrecords, 
and other matters belonging to, or in the custody of, such 
department of health or buildings, and used in such de- 
partments in connection with tenement houses, as the 
tenement house commissioner may require for carrying 
out the provisions of this chapter and the enforcement 
of the tenement house laws, regulations and ordinances, 
shall be transferred by such department of health and 
department of buildings to the tenement house depart- 
ment hereby created. 



lafdrmatloB. 



SECTION 1344in. 



€;0-OPKRATIOH OF OTHKR DBF. 

It shall be the duty of all city departments at aU times, 
when requested so to do, to co-operate with the tenement 
house department, and to furnish such department with 
such information, reports and assistance as may be re- 
quired. 
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SECTION 1344n. 
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The police commissioner, upon the requisition of the 
tenement house commissioner, shall detail to the service 
of said tenement house department for the purpose of the 
enforcement of the acts relating to tenement houses suit- 
able officers and men of experience of at least five years' 
service in the police force, provided that the number of 
officers and men so detailed shall not at any time exceed 
one hundred, and, provided further, that the tenement 
house department shall pay monthly to the police depart- 
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ment a sum equal to the pay of all officers and men so 
detailed. 

These officers and men shall belong to the sanitary 
company of police, and shall report to the tenement house 
commissioner. In making such detail the police commis- 
sioner shall g^ve preference to those officers and men who 
have belonged for not less than five years to the sanitary 
company of the police assigptied to the department of 
health. All other officers and men so detailed shall, 
whenever the tenement house commissioner so requests, 
be selected from those who have passed a competitive 
civil service examination for their qualification for this 
service. 

The tenement house commissioner may report back 
to the police department for punishment any member 
of said company guilty of any breach of order or dis- 
cipline, or of neglecting his duty, and thereupon the police 
commissioner shall detail another officer or man in his 
place, and the discipline of the members of the sanitary 
company shall be in the jurisdiction of the police depart- 
ment, but at any time the tenement house commissioner 
may object to any member of said sanitary company on 
the ground of inefficiency, and thereupon another officer 
or man shall be detailed in his place. 
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SECTION 1344e. 



DBFINITION8. 



The term "department," when used in this chapter, 
shall mean the tenement house department. 

The term "commissioner," when used in this chapter, 
shall mean the tenement house commissioner. 

The term "tenement house," when used in this chapter, 
shall be deemed to refer to a tenement house which is 
subject to the provisions of the New York tenement 
house act, and defined therein. 
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SATIHG CIiAVSB. 

Nothing in this chapter shall effect or in any way im- 
pair any act done or right accruing, accrued or acquired, 
or liability, penalty, forfeiture or punishment incurred 
prior to the time this chapter takes /effect, but the same 
may be asserted, enforced, prosecuted or inflicted, as fully 
and to the same extent as if the tenement house depart- 
ment had not been created, and the powers and duties 
of the department of health, the department of buildings, 
and the police department, in respect to tenement houses 
and the laws, rules and ordinances relating thereto had 
not been transferred to such tenement house department, 
as provided in this chapter. 

All actions and proceedings, civil or criminal, com- 
menced under or by virtue of statutes creating and con- 
ferring powers and imposing duties on such department 
of health, department of buildings, and police department, 
in respect to tenement houses and for the enforcement of 
laws, rules and ordinances relative thereto, and pending 
immediately prior to the taking effect of this chapter, may 
be prosecuted and defended to final effect by the tenement 
house department in the same manner as they might by 
such department of health, department of building^ or 
police department, if this chapter had not been passed. 

All such actions and proceedings shall be prosecuted 
and defended in the name of the tenement house depart- 
ment. 
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Rules and Regulations 

OP THE 

TENEMENT HOUSE DEPARTMENT 

OF 

THE CrrY OF NEW YORK 

IN RELATION TO THE 

FILING OF PLANS 



FOR NEW BUILDINGS. 

Applications must be filed in TRIPLICATE and draw- 
ings in DUPLICATE. 

Note. — In making application for the approval of 
plans for a new tenement house the following drawings 
must be furnished : Plans of all floors, including cellar 
and basement, an elevation showing heights of stories, 
and, if necessary, transverse and longitudinal sections. 

All plans must be drawn to a uniform scale, not less 
than one-quarter inch to the foot, and be on linen tracing 
cloth or be cloth prints. 

After approval by the Tenement House Department 
one set of plans and a certificate of approval will be at 
once forwarded to the Bureau of Building^ by the De- 
partment. 

The dimensions and boundaries of each lot must be 
clearly marked on plans, as must the measurements of all 
courts, yards, vent-shafts, rooms and halls, as well as the 
use to which each room is to be put. 
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With each application must be filed a written statement 
sigptied by the owner of the proposed building, authorizing 
the person signing this application to make such ap- 
plication. 

There must also be filed with this application a diagram 
or survey of the property, on linen tracing cloth, showing 
the width and depth of the lot and its location and distance 
from adjacent streets. 

All amendments to plans and applications must be 
made on a separate blank provided for that purpose, and 
where changes aflfecting sizes of lots, buildings, courts, 
rooms, or halls are made, separate drawings showing 
such changes must be filed. 

Note. — ^Where it is proposed to convert or alter to the 
purposes of a tenement house a building not used for such 
purpose, the form of application used for the erection of a 
new tenement house must be filed in the Department and 
must be completely filled out. 



FOR ALTERATIONS. 

Applications must be filed in TRIPLICATE and draw- 
ings in DUPLICATE. 

Note. — In making application for the approval of 
plans for the alterations of a tenement house, the follow- 
ing drawings must be furnished : Plans of all floors, in- 
cluding cellar and basement, an elevation showing 
heights of stories, and, if necessary, transverse and 
longitudinal sections. 

All plans must be drawn to a uniform scale, not less 
than one-quarter inch to the foot, and be on linen tracing 
cloth or be cloth prints; and the proposed new work must 
be clearly distinguished from the old work by dotted lines 
or by other conventional methods. 

After approval by the Tenement House Department 
one set of plans and a certificate of approval will be at 
once forwarded to the Bureau of Buildings by the De- 
partment. 
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The dimensions and boundaries of each lot must be 
clearly marked on plans, as must the measurements of ail 
courts, yards, vent-shafts, rooms and halls, as well as the 
use to which each room is to be put, and the location of 
all fire escapes. 

With each application must be filed a written statement 
signed by the owner of the building, authorizing the per- 
son signing this application to make such application. 

There must also be filed with this application a dia- 
gram or survey of the property, on linen tracing cloth, 
showing the width and depth of the lot and its location 
and distance from adjacent streets. 

All amendments to plans and applications must be 
made on a separate blank provided for that purpose, and 
where changes affecting sizes of lots, buildings, courts, 
rooms, or halls are made, separate drawings showing such 
changes must be filed. 



FOR SLIP APPLICATIONS. 

Applications must be filed in TRIPLICATE and such 
plans and sections in DUPLICATE as may be required 
to clearly indicate the proposed alteration. 

After approval by the Tenement House Department 
one set of drawings and a certificate of approval will be at 
once forwarded to the Bureau of Buildings by the De- 
partment. 

All amendments to plans and applications must be 
made on a separate blank provided for that purpose and 
where changes materially affecting the original appli- 
cation are proposed, separate drawings showing such 
changes must be filed. 



CIRCULAR LETTER 

Relating to Water-Proofing and Damp-Proofing of 
Foundation Walls and Cellar Floors. 

May I, 1902. 
The attention of owners, builders and architects is 
called to the provisions of the Tenement House Act in 
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regard to the damp-proofing and water-proofing of 
foundation walls and cellar floors in new buildings. 

Section 92 of the Tenement House Act provides that : 

"Every tenement house hereafter erected shall have 
all walls below the ground level and all cellar or lower 
floors damp^roof and water-proof. When necessary 
to make such walls and floors damp-proof and water- 
proof, the damp-proofing and water-proofing shall run 
through the walls and up the same as high as the 
ground level, and shall be continued throughout the 
floor, and the said cellar or lowest floor shall be prop- 
erly constructed so as to prevent dampness or water 
from entering." 

In order to enable those who so desire to proceed 
with the construction of foundation walls and cellar 
floors without application to the Tenement House De- 
partmenty in regard to damp-proofifl^, the following 
general regulations on this subject have been adopted: 

"The walls and cellar or lower floors of tenement 
houses shall be made damp-proof and water-proof by 
the following method, unless application be made, in 
writing, to the Department for a special examination of 
the soil, and the Department decides, after said special 
examination, that the soil condition is such that this 
method of damp-proofing and water-proofing is not 
necessary. This decision will be evidenced by a certifi- 
cate to that effect. 



WATER.PROOFING AND DAMP-PROOFING 
OF FOUNDATION WALLS: 

"There shall be built in with the foundation walls, at 

a level of six (6) inches below the finished floor level, 

a course of damp-proofing consisting of not less than 

two (2) ply of tarred felt (not less than fifteen (15) 

pounds weight per one hundred (100) square feet), and 

one (i) ply of burlap, laid in alternate layers, having the 

burlap placed between the felt, and all laid in hot heavy 
coal-tar pitch, or liquid asphalt, and projecting six (6) 

inches inside and six (6) inches outside of the walls. 



"There shall be constructed on the outside surface of 
the walls, a water-proofing lapping on to the damp- 
proof course in the foundation walls and extending up 
to the soil level. This water-proofing shall consist of 
not less than two (2) ply of tarred feh (of weight speci- 
fied above), laid in hot heavy coal-tar pitch, or liquid 
asphalt, finished with a flow of hot pitch of the same 
character. This water-proofing to be well stuck to the 
damp course in the foundation walls. The layers of 
felt must break joints. 




WATER-PROOFING AND DAMP-PROOFING 
OF CELLAR FLOORS. 

"There shall be laid, above a suitable bed of rough 
concrete, a course of water-proofing consisting of not 
less than three (3) ply of tarred felt (not less than fifteen 
(15) pounds weight per one hundred (100) square feet), 
laid in hot heavy coal-tar pitch, or liquid asphalt, fin- 
ished with a flow of hot pitch of the same character. 
The felt is to be laid so that each layer laps two-thirds 
of its width over the layer immediately below, the con- 
tact surface being thoroughly coated with the hot pitch 
over its entire area before placing the upper layer. The 
water-proofing course must be properly lapped on and 
secured to the damQ course in the foundation walls." 

The method illustrated in Figure I is what is required 
by the Department in the case of brick walls. The 
method shown in Figure 2 will be accepted in the case 
of stone walls, and in the case of brick walls under 
special circumstances. 

ROBERT W. DE FOREST, 
Tenement House Commissioner. 
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The Gteater New York Charter 

CHAPTER 466, LAWS OF 1901, 

WKNT INTO EFFBCT 

JANUARY I, 1902. 

PBOYISIONS BBIATIN6 TO 

LODGING HOUSES 

An Act 

To amend the Greater New York Charter, chapter three 
hundred and seventy-eight of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and ninety-seven, entitled "An Act to nnite 
into one mnnidpality under the corporate name of 
the Gty of New Yc»'k, the various communities lying 
in and about New York harbor, including the dty 
and county of New Yc»'k, the city of Brooklyn and 
the county of Kings, the county of Richmond and 
part of the county of Queens, and to provide for the 
government thereof." 



BECAME A LAW APRIL 22, 1901. 

The People of the State of New York, represented in 
Senate and Assembly, do enact as foUaws: 



CHAPTER XIX. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 

Title I. Powers and duties of the department, its of- 
ficers and administration. 

TITLE VII.— LODGING HOUSES. 
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TITLE I. 

ORGANIZATION, ADMINISTRATION, AU- 
THORITY, DUTIES AND POWERS 
OF DEPARTMENT. 



Board, how 
constituted. 



Appointed. 
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years. 

BzecutlYe 
officer. 



SECTION 1167. 

THE BOARD OF HEALTH THE HEAD OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 

The head of the department of health shall be called 
the board of health. 

Said board shall consist of one commissioner to be 
called the commissioner of health, the police commis- 
sioner and the health officer of the port. 

The commissioner of health shall be appointed by the 
mayor, shall hold office as provided in chapter four of 
this act, and shall be the president of the board of health. 

The commissioner of health shall be the executive 
officer of the health department. ******* 



To conform 
toUUe. 



Use and 
occupancy. 



TITLE Vn. 
LODGING-HOUSES. 

SECTION 1304. 

CONSTRUCTION OBNBRAIXT. 

Every house, building, or portion thereof, in The City 
of New York, used, occupied, leased or rented for a 
lodging-house must conform in its construction, appurte- 
nances and premises to the requirements of this title; 

And its use and occupation shall be regulated subject 
to the ordinances of the sanitary code, applicable 
thereto, and the orders of the board of health duly made, 
pursuant to its authority, duty and powers conferred 
and enjoined upon it in this chapter. 
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SECTION 1305. 

DBFINITIOlfS. 

A lodging-house shall be taken to mean and include 
any house or building, or portion thereof, in which per- 
sons are harbored, or received or lodged, for hire for a 
single night, or for less than a week at one time, or any 
part of which is let for any person to sleep in, for any 
term less than a week. 

A cellar shall be taken to mean and include every base- 
ment or lower story of any building or house of which, 
one-half or more of the height from the floor to the 
ceiling, is below the level of the street adjoining. 

SECTION 1306. 

ROOFS AMD STAIRS AXD FIRB-BSCAFBS. 

The roof of every such house shall be kept in good 
repair, and so as not to leak, and all rainwater shall be so 
drained or conveyed therefrom as to prevent its dripping 
on to the ground, or causing dampness in the walls, yard, 
or area. 

All stairs shall be provided with proper banisters and 
railings, and shall be kept in good repair. 

Every such house shall be provided with a proper fire- 
escape, or means of escape in case of fire, to be approved 
by the bureau of buildings. 

SECTION 1307. 

SIjBKPCIG-ROOlfSi TB9TIULTI03r. 

Every house, building or portion thereof in the city 
designed to be used, occupied, leased or rented, or which 
is used, occupied, leased or rented for a lodging-house, 
shall have in every room which is occupied as a 
sleeping-room, and which does not communi- 
cate directly with the external air, a ventilating 
or transom window, having an opening or area 
of three square feet, over the door leading 
into, and connected with the adjoining room, if such ad- 
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joining room communicates with the external air, and 
also a ventilating or transom window of the same open- 
ing or area, communicating with the entry or hall of the 
house, or where this is, from the relative situation of the 
rooms, impracticable, such last-mentioned ventilating or 
transom window shall communicate with an adjoining 
room that itself communicates with the entry or hall. 

Every such house, or building, shall have in the roof, 
at the top of the hall, an adequate and proper ventilator, 
of a form approved by the bureau of buildings. 



SECTION 1308. 
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WATBR-CLO§BTS, PBIVIS8 AND §I]fK§. 

Every lodging-house shall be provided with as many 
good and sufficient water-closets, improved privy sinks, 
or other similar receptacles, as the department of health 
shall require, but in no case shall there be less than one 
for every fifteen occupants. 

The water-closets, sinks, and receptacles, shall have 
proper doors, slbil pipes, and traps, all of which shall be 
properly ventilated to prevent the escape of deleterious 
gas and odors, soil pans, cisterns, pumps and other suit- 
able woiks and fixtures, necessary to insure the efficient 
operation, cleansing and flushing thereof. 

Every lodging-house situated upon a lot on a street or 
avenue in which there is a sewer, shall have a separate 
and proper connection with the sewer; and the water- 
closets, sinks, and other receptacles shall be properly 
connected with the sewer by proper pipes made 
thoroughly air-tight. 

Such sewer connection, and all the drainage and 
plumbing work, water-closets, sinks and other re- 
ceptacles, in and for every lodging-house shall be of the 
form, construction, or arrangement, location, materials, 
workmanship and description as may be required by the 
rules and regulations of the bureau of buildings of The 
City of New York. 
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Every owner, lessee and occupant shall take adequate 
measures to prevent improper substances from entering 
such water-closets, or sinks, or their connections, and to 
secure the prompt removal of any improper substances 
that may enter them, so that no accumulation shall take 
place, and so as to prevent any exhalations therefrom, 
offensive, dangerous and prejudicial to life or health, and 
so as to prevent the same from being or becoming 
obstructed. 

No privy, vault or cess-pool shall be allowed in, under, 
or connected with any such house except when it is un- 
avoidable, and a permit therefor shall have been granted 
by the department of health, and in such case it shall be 
constructed in such situation and in such manner as the 
bureau of buildings may direct. It shall in all cases be 
water-tight and arched or securely covered over, and no 
offensive smell or gases shall be allowed to escape there- 
from, or from any closet, sink or privy. 

In all cases where a sewer exists in the street or ave- 
nue, upon which the house or building stands, the yard 
or area shall be connected with the sewer, so that all 
water from the roof or otherwise, and all liquid filth shall 
pass freely into the sewer. 

Where there is no sewer in the street or avenue, or 
adjacent thereto, with which connection can be made, 
the yard and area shall be so graded that all water from 
the roof or otherwise, and all filth shall flow freely there- 
from into the street gutter, by a passage beneath the 
sidewalk, which passage shall be covered by a permanent 
cover, so arranged as to permit access to remove ob- 
structions or impurities. 
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SECTION 1309. 

ClflL.LAR!l AND BA8BMBNTS NOT TO BBS OCCUPIBD FOR 
LIVING PURP08BS, BXCBPT IN CBRTAIN CASES. 

It shall not be lawful, without a permit from the bureau 
of buildings, to construct, during the erection of a lodg- 
ing-house, nor after the completion of such lodging- 



Rooms under- 
ground not to 
be constructed 
M dwelling 
places with- 
out permit. 



ZZ2 



Cellars not 
to be occupied 
MM dwelling 
places 
without 
pennit. 



Bzcept 

under 

permit 



Old paper 
first to be 
remoTed. 



To be kept 
ell 



Owner, etc., 
to clean 
whenerer 
required 
by board 
of health. 



White- 
washing. 



house, any room or rooms in any basement or cellar to 
be occupied wholly or in part as a dwelling. 

Nor shall it be lawful without a permit from the de- 
partment of health to let, occupy, or suffer to be occu- 
pied separately as a dwelling, any vault, cellar, or 
underground room, built or rebuilt after July first, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, or which shall not 
have been so let or occupied before said date. 

SECTION 1310. 

Clfil^IiARS AHD TAUI/r§ NOT TO BB U8BD FOR §LBBPIlfG- 

ROOMB. 

No vault, cellar, or underground room shall be oc- 
cupied as a place of lodging or sleeping, except the same 
shall be approved in writing, and a permit given therefor 
by the board of health. 

'WAUL PAPBR. 

No wall paper shall be placed upon a wall or ceiling of 
any lodging-house, unless all wall paper shall be first 
removed therefrom, and said wall and ceiling thoroughly 
cleansed. 

BlfFORCING CIiBIAlfLIinBS8§. 

Every lodging-house, and every part thereof, shall be 
kept clean and free from any accumulations of dirt, filth, 
garbage or other matter in or on the same, or in the 
yard, court, passage, area or alley connected with it, or 
belonging to the same. 

The owner or keeper of any lodging-house, shall thor- 
oughly cleanse all the rooms, passages, stairs, floors, win- 
dows, doors, walls, ceilings, privies, cesspools and drains 
of the house or part of the house of which he is the 
owner or lessee, to the satisfaction of the department of 
health, so often as he shall be required by or in accord- 
ance with any order of the board of health and any regu- 
lation or ordinance of said department, and shall well and 
sufficiently, to the satisfaction of the said health depart- 
ment, whitewash the walls and ceilings thereof once at 
least in every year. 
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SECTION 1311. 

CBRTAIH 0CC17PATI01f§ AHD BU8I]fB)88 PROHIBITBD. 

Every lodging-house shall have the proper and suit- 
able conveniences or receptacles for receiving garbage 
and other refuse matters. 

No lodging-house or premises, nor any portion 
thereof, shall be used as a place of storage for any com- 
bustible article, or any article dangerous to life or detri- 
mental to health; 

Nor shall any horse, cow, calf, swine, pig, sheep or 
goat be kept in said house or on the premises thereof. 

SECTION 1312. 

OmrHBRS' NAMBB TO BB REGI§TBRS>D IH DBPARTMBNT 

OF HBAIiTH. 

Every owner of a lodging-house and every person hav- 
ing control of a lodging-house, shall file in the depart- 
ment of health, a notice containing his name and address, 
and also a description of the property, by street number 
or otherwise, as the case may be, in such manner as will 
enable the department of health easily to find the same. 

In case 'of a transfer of any lodging-house, it shall be 
the duty of the grantor and grantee of said lodging- 
house to file in the department of health a notice of such 
transfer, stating the name of the new owner, within 
thirty days after such transfer. 

In case of the devolution of said property by will, it 
shall be the duty of the executors and of the devisee, 
if more than twenty-one years of age, and in case of the 
devolution of such property by inheritance without a 
will, it shall be the duty of the heirs, or in case all of the 
heirs are under age, it shall be the duty of the guardians 
of such heirs, and in case said heirs have no guardians, 
it shall be the duty of the administrator of the deceased 
owner of said property to file in said department a notice, 
stating the death of the deceased owner, and the names 
of those who have succeeded to his interest in said prop- 
erty, within thirty days after the death of said decedant. 
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in case he died intestate, and within thirty days after the 
probate of his will, if he died testate. 

A failure to file such notice shall make said property, 
and the owners thereof, liable to a penalty of not less 
than ten dollars nor more than fifty dollars. Said pen- 
alty may be recovered in an action brought by the 
health department, as provided in this act. 

Every person claiming to have an interest in any lodg* 
ing-house may file his name and address in the depart- 
ment of health. 

POSTIlfO NOTICBS. 

All notices and orders of the department of health re- 
quired by law to be served in relation to a lodging-house, 
shall be served by posting in some conspicuous place in 
the house a copy of the notice or order, five days before 
the time for doing the thing in relation to which said 
notice or order was issued. 

The posting of a copy of an order or notice, in accord- 
ance with this section, shall be sufiicient service upon the 
owner of the property aflFected. 

It shall be the duty of the department of health to 
cause a copy of every such notice or order to be mailed, 
on the same day that it is posted in the house, addressed 
to the name and address of each person who has filed 
with the department of health the notice provided for in 
this section. 
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SECTION 1313. 

lMIfFBCn*ION TWICB A TmAH| OFFIOBR8 TO HATB ACCE2SS. 

It shall be the duty of the board of health to cause 
a careful inspection to be made of every lodging-house 
at least twice in each year. 

And whenever the board of health has made any order 
concerning a lodging-house it shall cause a reinspection 
to be made of the same within six days after it has been 
informed that the order has been served. 

The keeper of any lodging-house and the owner, 
agent of the owner, lessee or occupant of any tenement- 
house, and every other person having the care and man- 
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agement thereof, shall, at all times, when required by 
any officer of the department of health, or by any 
officer upon whom any duty is conferred by this title, 
give him free access to such house, and to every part 
thereof. 

RE2PORT TO BBS MADB OF PBRSON§ SICK 'WITH FBTBRS, 

BTC. 

The owner or keeper of any lodging-house, and the 
owner, agent of the owner and the lessee of any tene- 
ment-house or part thereof, shall, whenever any person 
in such house is sick of fever, or of any infectious, pesti- 
lential or contagious disease, and information thereof 
has been given to such owner, keeper, agent or lessee, 
give immediate notice thereof to the board of health, 
or to some officer of the same, and thereupon said 
board shall cause the same to be immediately cleansed 
or disinfected, at the expense of the owner, in such man- 
ner as it may deem necessary and eiFectul, and it may 
also cause the blankets, bedding and bed-clothes used 
by any such sick person to be thoroughly cleansed, 
scoured and fumigated, or, in extreme cases, to be de- 
stroyed. 

SECTION 1314. 

UOUSBS HBRBAFTBR BRBCTBD TO COBIPI«T "WITH AD- 

DITIONAIi RB<|UIRBMSlfT§. 

No house hereafter erected shall be used as a lodging- 
house, and no house heretofore erected and not now 
used for such purpose, shall be converted into, used, or 
leased for a lodging-house, unless, in addition to the 
requirements hereinbefore contained, it conforms to re- 
quirements contained in the following sections of this 
title. 

SECTION 1315. 

CONSTRUCTION OF IX>DOING.HOUSB>S AND SPACBS PUlfi. 
SCRIBBD FOR BUn^DIlfO THB SAMB. 

It shall not be lawful, without a permit from the 
bureau of buildings, to alter, erect or convert to the 
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purposes of a lodging-house, a building on any lot where 
there is another building on the same lot ; 

Nor shall it be lawful to build or to erect any build- 
ing on any lot whereon there is already a lodging-house, 
unless there is a clear open space exclusively belonging 
thereto, and extending upward from the ground of at 
least ten feet between said buildings if they are one story 
high above the level of the ground ; 

If they are two stories high, the distance between 
them shall not be less than fifteen feet ; 

If they are three stories high, the distance shall not be 
less than twenty feet; 

If they are more than three stories high, the distance 
between them shall not be less than twenty-five feet. 

But when thorough ventilation of such open spaces 
can be otherwise secured, such distance may be lessened 
or modified in special cases by a permit from the bureau 
of buildings. 

OPBlf 8PACB AT RBAR OF I<ODOIlf€l-HOU8B8. 

At the rear of every building hereafter erected for or 
converted to the purposes of a lodging-house on any 
lot, there shall be and remain a clear open space of not 
less than ten feet between it and the xear end of the lot. 
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ARBA OF I<ODGINO.HOV§B PROPORTIOlfllD TO I«OT. 

No one continuous building hereafter constructed 
shall be built or converted to the purposes of a lodging- 
house in The City of New York, upon an ordinary city 
lot, and no existing lodging-house shall be enlarged or 
altered, or its lot be diminished, so that it shall occupy 
more than sixty-five per centum of the area of said lot. 

But where the light and ventilation of such lodging- 
house are, in the opinion of the superintendent of build- 
ings, materially improved, he may permit such lodging- 
house to occupy an area not exceeding seventy*five 
per centum of the said lot, and in the same proportion 
if the lot be greater or less in size than tweaty-'five 
by one hundred feet ; 
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ON COBIIBB IX>T8. 



But this provision shall not apply to comer lots, in 
which, however, no such building hereafter constructed, 
above the first story, shall occupy more than ninety- 
two per centum of the area of the lot, and no such build- 
ing shall come within five feet of the rear of said lot. 
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INTBRIOR COUBTfl OB SHAFTS. 

Provided, further, that in all cases, both for comer 
and interior lots, the interior courts or shafts shall not 
be less than two feet four inches wide at their narrow- 
est parts. 

In computing the amount of the lot covered by a 
building, any shaft or court of less than twenty-five 
square feet in area shall be considered as part of the 
building and not as part of the free air space. 

No shaft or court, over ten square feet in area, here- 
after constructed in a lodging-house, except elevator 
shafts or staircase wells, shall be covered with a roof, 
skylight or otherwise. 
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PliAN 8 AND PBBMITS. 

The light and ventilation of all buildings hereafter 
erected for, or converted to the purpose of lodging- 
houses, must be provided in accordance with the re- 
quirements of this title, and the conditions of a plan 
and permit previously approved in writing by the 
bureau of buildings, 

And no existing lodging-house shall be enlarged or 
altered or its lot diminished without a similar permit. 

The bureau of buildings is hereby empowered and 
directed to make rules and regulations not inconsistent 
with the requirements of this title, and which, in ad- 
dition to the requirements of this title, shall be the con- 
ditions of approval of the plans and permits ; the rules 
and regulations shall govern the arrangement and dis- 
tribution of the uncovered area, size, lighting, location 
and arrangement of shafts, rooms, cellars and halls. 
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VIOIiATIONS. 

In case of any violation of the provisions of this sec- 
tion, or of any failure to comply with, or of any violation 
of the terms and conditions of the plan for such lodg- 
ing-house approved by the bureau of buildings, or of 
the conditions of the permits granted as hereinbefore 
provided, or for the air, light and ventilation of the said 
house, or premises, any court of record, or any judge or 
justice thereof shall have power, at any time after ser- 
vice of notice of violation, or of non-compliance, upon 
the owner, builder or other person superintending the 
building or converting any such house, upon proof by 
affidavit of any violation or non-compliance as aforesaid, 
or that a plan for light and ventilation of such house 
has not been approved by the bureau of buildings, to 
restrain by injunction order, in any action by the bureau 
of buildings, or by the board of health, the further 
progress of any violation as aforesaid. 

No undertaking shall be required as a condition of 
granting an injunction, or by reason thereof. 
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SECTION 1316. 

DIMBNSIOlfS AND VBNTIULTIOlf OF ROOMS. 

In every such house hereafter erected or converted 
every habitable room, except rooms in the attic, shall be 
in every part not less than eight feet in height from the 
floor to the ceiling. 

And every habitable room in the attic of any such 
building shall be at least eight feet in height from the 
floor to the ceiling, throughout not less than one-half 
the area of such room. 
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HeiNDOlV^S Ilf ROOMS. 

Every such room shall have at least one window con- 
necting with the external air, or over the door a venti- 
lator of perfect construction, connecting it with a room 
or hall which has a connection with the external air, 
and so arrange as to produce a cross-current of air. 
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The total area of window or windows in every room 
communicating with the external air shall be at least 
one-tenth of the superficial area of every such room; 
and the top of one, at least, of such windows shall not 
be less than seven feet six inches above the floor, and 
the upper half, at least, shall be made so as to open the 
full width. 

ROOMS HVITHOUT 'WIlfDO'WS. 

Every habitable room of a less area than one hundred 
superficial feet, if it does not communicate directly with 
the external air, and is without an open fireplace, shall 
be provided with special means of ventilation, by a 
separate air shaft extending to the roof, or otherwise, 
as the board of health may prescribe. 



Sise of 
windows. 



Special 
yentilation. 



SECTION 1317. 

PBHALTIBS FOR VIOLATIONS OF PROVISIONS. 

Every owner or other person violating any provision 
of this title shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine of not less than ten dollars or more than one 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than 
ten days for each and every day that such violation shall 
continue, or by both such fine and imprisonment, in the 
discretion of the court. 

He shall also be liable to pay a penalty of ten dollars 
for each day that such offense shall continue. 

Such penalty may be sued for and recovered by the 
department of health in any civil tribunal of said city, 
and when recovered shall be paid over to the cham- 
berlain. 

PROCBBDINOS IN VIOLATION CASKS. 

In every proceeding for a violation of this title, and in 
every such action for a penalty, it shall be the duty of 
the owner of the house to prove the date of its erection, 
or conversion to its existing use, if that fact shall be- 
come material, and the owner shall be, prima facie the 
person liable to pay such penalty, and after him the per- 
son who is the lessee of the whole house, in preference 
to the tenant or lessee of a part thereof. 
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In any such action the owner, lessee, and occupant, 
or any two of them, may be made defendants, and judg- 
ment may be given against the one or more shown to 
be liable, as if he or they were sole defendant or de- 
fendants. 

No part of chapter two hundred and seventy-five of 
the laws of eighteen hundred and ninety-two, or of any 
other act shall be so construed as to abrogate or impair 
the power of the department of health to sue for and 
recover such penalty whether the liability to pay said 
penalty shall arise from a violation of the laws, or or- 
dinances or sections of the sanitary code, in regard to 
light, ventilation, plumbing and drainage, so far as the 
same effects the sanitary condition of the premises; 

And except that the bureau of buildings shall have 
jurisdiction and cognizance over all matters and things 
in this title contained which relate to the construction 
or alteration of buildings or structures, or any part 
thereof, and as to the light, ventilation, drainage and 
plumbing of such buildings when in process of con- 
struction or alteration. 

Any penalty herein above mentioned for a violation of 
the provisions of this title, in respect to the matter 
aforesaid, within the jurisdiction and cognizance of the 
bureau of buildings, shall be sued for and recovered in 
the same manner as the violations of the building laws 
of The City of New York are now sued for and re- 
covered by the bureau of buildings, and said penalty 
so collected shall be paid to the chamberlain of The 
Gty of New York to be applied as other penalties col- 
lected by said department are applied. 
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SECTION 1318. 

PCWBR OF BURBAU OF BUIUDINOS AMD OF BOAJUI OF 

HSSAIiTH TO MAKES OTHBR RBOUIiATIONS RBL- 

ATins TO liODOINO-HOUSBS. 

BURBAU OF BUIIJDIN68' PO'WBRS. 

The bureau of buildings shall have authority to make 
other regulations as to light and ventilation of all new 
lodging houses consistent with the foregoing, when it 
shall be satisfied that such regulation will secure equally 
well the health and safety of the occupants; 
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BOARD OF HSSALTH PO'WBRS. 

Likewise the board of health shall have authority to 
make other regulations as to cellars and as to venti- 
lation in completed lodging houses, consistent with the 
foregoing, where it shall be satisfied that such regulation 
will secure equally well the health of the occupants. 

The board of health shall have power to appoint all 
the ofiicers and agents of the department of health, of 
whatever name or character soever, and shall have ex- 
clusive charge and control of, and the exercise of, all the 
rights, powers, duties and privileges of said department, 
and for this purpose the terms "board of health" and 
"department of health," as used in this chapter, shall be 
deemed synonymous. 
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OFFICIALS 

OP THE 

Tenement House Department 

OF 

THE OTY OF NEW YORK 



Office: 6i Irving Place, southwest corner i8th Street, 

Borough of Manhattan. 



Robert W. de Forest Commissioner. 

Lawrence Veiller ist Deputy Commissioner. 

Wesley C. Bush 2d Deputy Commissioner. 

William R. Patterson Registrar of Records. 

Arthur M. Day Registrar of Records. 

Charles B. Ball Chief Inspector of Tenements. 

Harry G. Darwin Chief Inspector of Tenements. 

John A. Lee Chief Inspector of Tenements. 



VI. 



Infected and Uninhabitable Houses 

TO BB CONDBHNBD BT 

The Board of Health 
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Infected and Uninhabitable Houses 

TO BE CONDEMNED BY 

The Board of Health 



THE GREATER NEW YORK CHARTER 

CHAPTER 466, LAWS OF 1901, 
Became a Law April 22, 1901, 

WENT INTO EFFECT 

JANUARY I, 1902. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 



TITLE 6. 

ABATBMBlfT BT SUIT. 



SECTION 1299. 

IHFBCTED AHD IJHIinEIABITABIJB HOUSBS TO BB CON- 
DKMNBD BT BOAJUI OF HBALTH. 

Whenever it shall be certified to the board of health 

of The City of New York by the sanitary superintendent 

or an assistant sanitary superintendent that — 

Infected with Any building or any part thereof in The City of New 

*******" York is infected with contagious disease, 

Went of Or by reason of want of repair has become dangerous 

to Ufe, 



rei»elr. 
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Or is unfit for human habitation because of defects in 
drainage, plumbing, ventilation, or the construction of 
the same, 

Or because of the existence of a nuisance on the 
premises, which is likely to cause sickness among its 
occupants. 

The said board of health may issue an order requiring 
all persons therein to vacate such building or part 
thereof for the reasons to be stated therein as aforesaid. 

Said board shall cause said order to be affixed con- 
spicuously in the building or part thereof and to be per- 
sonally served on the owner, lessee, agent, occupant, or 
any person having the charge or care thereof; if the 
owner, lessee or agent cannot be found in The City of 
New York or does not reside therein, or evades or re- 
sists service, then said order may be served by deposit- 
ing a copy thereof in the post-office in The City of New 
York, properly enclosed and addressed to such owner, 
lessee or agent at his last known place of business and 
residence, and prepaying the postage thereon ; 

Such building or part thereof shall, within ten days 
after said order shall have been posted and mailed as 
aforesaid, or within such shorter time, not less than 
twenty-four hours, as in said order may be specified, be 
vacated. 

But said board of health, whenever it shall be- 
come satisfied that the danger from said building or part 
thereof has ceased to exist, or that said building has 
been repaired so as to habitable, may revoke said order. 
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SECTION 1300. 

PROCBBDINGS FOR COlfDBBINATION PRB8CRIBBD. 

Whenever, in the opinion of the board of health of 
The City of New York, any building or part thereof 
in The City of New York, an order to vacate which has 
been made by said board is — 

By reason of age, defects in drainage, plumbing, in- 
fection with contagious disease, or ventilation, 
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Or because of the existence of a nuisance on the 
premises, which is likely to cause sickness among its 
occupants, or among the occupants of other property 
in The City of New York, 

Or because it stops ventilation in other buildings, 
or otherwise makes or conduces to make other build- 
ings adjacent to the same unfit for human habitation, or 
dangerous or injurious to health, 

Or because it prevents proper measures from being 
carried into effect for remedying any nuisance injurious 
to health, or because of other sanitary evils in respect of 
such other buildings, so unfit for human habitation that 
the evils in, or caused by said building, can not be rem- 
edied by repairs, or in any other way except by the de- 
struction of said building, or of a portion of the same, 

Said board of health may, if it deems such course just 
and proper, condemn the same and order it removed ; 

Provided, however, that the owner or owners of said 
building may demand a survey of said building in the 
manner provided for in case of unsafe buildings, 
and may institute proceedings in the supreme court in 
The City of New York for the condemnation of said 
building. 

Said proceeding shall be instituted through a peti- 
tion addressed to said court containing a brief statement 
of the reasons therefor, and shall not be required to con- 
tain further allegations of facts, than those which have 
actuated the board of health in this proceeding, which 
shall then be carried on in the manner prescribed by 
chapter twenty-one of this act. 

The owner of said building, or any person interested 
therein, may in his answer dispute the necessity of the 
destruction of said building, or part thereof, as the case 
may be. In such case, the court shall not appoint com- 
missioners unless proof is made of the necessity of such 
destruction. 

In such proceeding evidence shall be receivable by the 
commissioners to prove : 
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1. That the rental of the building was enhanced by 
reason of the same being used for illegal purposes, or 
being so overcrowded as to be dangerous or injurious 
to the health or the inmates; or 

2. That the building is in a state of defective sanita- 
tion, or is not in reasonably good repair ; or 

3. That the building is unfit, and not reasonably capa- 
ble of being made fit, for human habitation ; and, if the 
commissioners are satisfied by such evidence, then the 
compensation — 

(a) Shall in the first case, so far as it is based on rental, 
be on the rental of the building, as distinct from the 
ground rent, which would have been obtainable if the 
building was occupied for legal purposes, and only by 
the number of persons whom the building was under all 
the circumstances of the case, fitted to accommodate 
without such overcrowding as is dangerous or injurious 
to the health of the inmates ; and 

(b) Shall in the second case be the amount estimated 
as the value of the building if it had been put into a 
sanitary condition, or into reasonably good repair, after 
deducting the estimated expense of putting it into such 
condition or repair ; and 

(c) Shall in the third case be the value of the materials 
of the building. 

For the payment of all awards and the expenses of all 
such proceedings, the comptroller shall issue and sell 
from time to time as may be necessary and in the man- 
ner hereinbefore provided, corporate stock of The City 
of New York. 
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